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Constitution. There is the power of this Gov- || quently stated. If itis, it is a fit subject for a ¢ 
ernment. In the conduct of our officers in obedi- | military examination; it isa fit subject for mili- || the defeat of our armsat Ball 4 Blut are the same 
ence to law and the Constitution consiststhe power |} tary punishment; and we have no reason to sup- |; that are entertained by all of us. We are tempted 
of this Government. The law is on our side, and || prose it will not be done at the proper time, Phe of our very natures to transgress our powers. 
the country looks upon them to vindicate the law, || Army are the best judges of the conduct of their | Let us resist it. It is necessary that we should 
and will hold them responsible for their conduct. || officers; the soldiers who are witnesses, the offi- || be delivered from it in order that we may do our 
The President, as Commander-in-Chief of the || cers who are witnesses, the whole Army who are || duty, and allow this war to go on with all the 
Army, is as much responsible to the law as any || witnesses, are the best judges of the propriety of || energy and all the military skill and ability pos- 


man from New York this morning in reference to 


. . > Ty > : . . 
other public officer. He is charged with the per- |) the conduct of their generals, and they will not || sible. We impair its progress and we impair its 
formance of a particular duty, and if he fails in || suffer a great wrong to go unredressed. || success by our interference. 


that duty let him stand upon his responsibility to I say this course upon the part of the House is 
the country. We have no such responsibility, || calculated to destroy the confidence of the country | 
no such duty to perform in this matter, and it is |) in your generals; and when you have done that 
utter impolicy, if we want things to go well with | you have greatly weakened your Army itself, for ( 
the country, for us to Interfere with the duties of |} an army loses its strength when it has lost confi- |} the inquiry as to the fact; but it answers by say- 
other departments of the Government. We have || dence in its commanding officers. We have an || ing that it would be injurious to the public ser- 
sufficient security in the men who are in charge |} officer at the head of our Army in whom | have || vice. That is what the Secretary says. Is that 
of the military arm of the Government, that if this || great confidence, and I believe the country has || an answer? He is only required to say whether 
matter needs investigation it will be investigated. || great confidence in him. I mean General McClel- || the answer may be given without injury to the 
I ask gentlemen to consider where the establish- || lan. He now enjoys the confidence of the whole || public service. ‘hat is the resolution. If he 
ment of the practice we have inaugurated will || country. There tsour strength—let us not weaken || says that it is of prejudice to the public service 
lead. Shall we go to the War Department and |} it. Let us not induce the country to believe that || to answer now, then that will be a full and suffi- 

dictate to it when a battle shall be fought, how it || he is either failing to do his duty, or to screen || cient answer. 
shall be fought, what troops shall be put in front || those who have not done their duty. I believe no Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I want, with the 
and what in the rear? No, sir; we should over- || such thing; but I tell gentlemen they had a great |} permission of the gentleman, to call his attention 
step both our constitutional prerogative ané@ all || deal better weaken the Army in numbers than to || to the fact that the criticism which he suggests 
rinciples of prudence in the conduct of the war || weaken their confidence in their commanding gen- || now upon the reply which has been sent here, is 
es such a course. \| erals. Letus have patience, and let us have confi- || not at all the one suggested by the resolution I 
Mr. Speaker, let us do our own duty, and we || dence in our military officers. | have heard it said || have offered. The original resolution requests the 
shall accomplish a mighty task. I think it is an || that an army of hares led by a lion is more to be || Secretary of War, if in his opinion not incompati- 
unfortunate thing that this resolution was passed || dreaded than an army of lions led by a hare. We || ble with the public interest, to inform us whether 
originally. What is the tendency of proceeding || have amanatthe head of our Army whois worthy || a given thing had taken place—not any facts, not 
in such acourse of inquiries into military conduct || of confidence; and as long as he shows himself as || the name of any parties, but simply whether or 
by men who profess to know nothing about mili- || worthy of our confidence as he has in the past, || not any steps had been taken to learn who was 
to blame for that battle. [submit to the distin- 


tary science, and yet who undertake to question || let him remain as he is; let him have the full con- 

the performance of duty by generals in command || fidence of the country; and let us help, not by in- |) guished gentleman from Kentucky that that reso- 
in batde? Iam not now alluding to this particular || vestigating around, creating suspicion here and || lution admitted of only three answers. The See- 
case so much as to the principle upon which the || suspicion there, endeavoring to induce the belief || retary might answer yes, that such steps had been 
House has proceeded in other cases. I say what || in the country that he is not fulfilling his duty. || taken, and state them. He might answer no, that 
is to be the effect of it? We sit here eminent in || Suppose he should fail for want of ability, how || no such steps had been taken. He mightanswer, 
our legislative powers, eminent for our station as || should we remedy the matter by these intermed- || as the gentleman now suggests, that, in his opin- 
the representatives of the people, and our voice |! dling, injurious investigations? Let the Army do || ion, it would be incompatible with the public inter- 
is listened to everywhere; co when we institute || its own business and we do ours. If we are to |} esttoinform the House whether that investigation 
inquiries as to the conduct of generals and into || enter upon this work it will increase upon our || had taken place. Those are the three alternatives. 
the conduct of armies upon the field of battle; || hands from day to day. Here are two hundred || Now what is the answer? Not that it has taken 
when we undertake to pick up matters which have || and odd members. Some one of them will be ready || place; not that it has not taken place; not that, in 
escaped military attention as to the cause of vic- || to find fault with every battle. We shall always || the opinion of the Secretary of War, it would be in- 
tory or the cause of defeat, we not only condemn || find cause enough of complaint for a defeat—be | juriousto say whether it has taken place or not; but 
our generals, but we weaken our own power by || sure of that. If we are to find fault with every || that, in the opinion of the Commander-in-Chief, 
pronouncing judgment without having the knowl- || movement, and appointa committee to investigate || an investigation on the subject of the resolution 
edge upon which alone a correct judgmentcan be || it, why not appoint a committee to attend your || would not in the future be compatible with the 
made up. What, I say, is to be the effect of it? || Commander-in-Chief, where they can watch him || public interest. They might as well answer any 
It is to dissatisfy the whole Army. The general || better; why not send them along with yourArmy, || other thing which has not the remotest reference 
who understands his profession, who understands || and give them the benefit of their counsels, so that || to the inquiry in this resolution, Therefore I sub- 
properly how to manage and conduct a war, says: || the power of Congress may be felt in battle as well || mit to the distinguished geatleman that, as he said 
‘* How can [ act, how can I retain the confidence || as in these legislative halls? at the outset, there is a principle of vast importance 
of the officers and soldiers of my command if, In this way you will subvert the Government. |, lying at the bottom of this resolution. 
when Lact in accordance with my best judgment, || You are turning civilians into military men, and | 


Now, sir, although { would rather suppress this 
inquiry altogether, and think it entirely wrong, 
yet it appears to me that the answer which has 
| been received is inadequate. It does not answer 
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based upon the experience of my life spentin the |! would, by the same operation, turn military men || MESSAGE FROM THD GENATE. 

service, | find gentlemen impatient for a battle, || into civilians. || _A message was received from the Senate, by 
' 


anxious for a battle; that they censure my con- I beg pardon of the House for detaining them so || Mr. Forwey, its Secretary, notifying the House 
duct, and undertake to show me my errors, and || long. || that that body had passed House bill No. 149, 
get up committees in the House of Representa- | Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire, with the con- || making appropriations for the payment of invalid 


. 5 1} . - r : . ‘ - 
tives to investigate the matter?”’ || sent of the distinguished gentleman from Ken- || and other pensions of the United States, for the 
But, sir, perhaps these committees may censure || tucky, to submit an amendment to the resolution || year ending the 30th of June, 1863. 
conduct which a military tribunal would pro- 


\ of the gentleman from New York, which | hope 
nounce wise and prudent management; still the || will be adopted, if the resolution be adopted. 
judgment of the committee would be calculated to Mr. CRITTENDEN. I will yield in a mo- Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Mr. Speaker, f 
carry distrust into the country, to weaken their || ment. was about concluding when interrupted by the 
confidence in our generals, to weaken confidence Mr. Speaker, I wish to say one word further. || message from the Senate. I did not mean to tres- 
in their skill and their fidelity. The judgmentof || Although I would rather vote to receive the reso- | pass so long upon the time of the gentleman from 
the committee amounts to nothing, because it is || lution, yet I cannot help seeing that it contains || Kentucky. Ashe has informed us, there is a prin- 
made by men who profess to know nothing about || other things than are alleged. But I hope I have || ciple of vital and wide-spread importance lying at 
the subject on which their judgment is given, but || said nothing harsh in reference to the proposed || the bottom of this resolution and this discussion, 
it has this effect: your Army will become dis- || inquiry. I know that these measures are natural. || and that is, whether any department of the Gov- 
trustful and suspicious of the skill or fidelity of || I feel how natural it is for us to trace these mat- || ernment, and above all, whether the military ele- 
their generals. You get up by this intermeddling || ters up. We are here the great censorium, as it || ment, shall come here and say to this House, 
suspicion and fear upon the part of the general, || were, of the people of the United States. We || when they propound a respectful question, ‘ we 
and he becomes anxious to conciliate your favor || look with intense and continued anxiety upon the | do not choose to answer that question, and we 
instead of moving forward in the channel which || prosecution of this war, and not an event occurs || do not dare to stand up and say that, in our 
his military judgment would point out. || but reaches our feelings. We are naturally || opinion, it would be injurious to do so; but we do 

Chat, sir, will be the result of pursuing the || tempted to put our hand into the work. We have || choose to answer something entirely evasive’’—I 
ron you have inaugurated upon this subject. || a great deal to do legitimately in relation to the || say evasive—I do not mean intentionally so—I 
do not say that there may not have been great | war, but such is our anxiety that we are ready to || agree with my distinguished friend here that it 
wrong commitied. I do not say there have not || lift up our hands and to thrust them into every- || may have been inadvertent—‘* we choose or we 
been errors. I say nothing about it. It may be || thing that relates to it. Itis natural. The feel- || happen to send to you a totally non-responsive 
as the gentleman from New York has so elo- ings which so honorably distinguished the gentle- || and evasive reply to a resolution which you have 


BATTLE OF BALL’S BLUFF—AGAIN. 
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passed.”’ I submit, when this resolution now here 
1s simply to refer back the original resolution, and 
respectfully to call to the attention of the military 
authorities inat they have overlooked the purport 
of it, itis not open to the objection stated by the 
distinguished gentleman from Kentucky, to raise 
committees, or to refer to committees the investi- 
gation of military questions, 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, the remarks 
I made to the House, imperfect as they were, being 
prompted at the moment, went upon the ground 
that the resolution originally introduced by the 
gentleman from New York, and now proposed to 
be rereferred, did not merely present the simple 
request that the Secretary of War should report 
whether any measures had been taken to ascer- 
tain who was responsible for that disaster. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Andif so, what? 

Mr. EDWARDS. I did not suppose that it 
contained that passage; but lL have now understood 
the gentleman to say in reply to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, that three answers were admis- 
sible to the mquiry that he made —that measures 
had been take, that they had not been taken, and 
that it would be 1 compatible with the public in- 
terest to say anything on the subject. As I read 
the original resolution now, and as it is proposed 
to be revived, l think it goes further than that. I 
think it jusufies 
Kentucky. 
words: — 

‘That the Secretary of War be sted, if not incom 
patible with the public interest, to report to this [louse 
whether any, and it any what, measures have been taken 
to ascrrtain who is responsible tor the disastrous movement 
of our troops at Ball’s Bluff.” 

This resolution asks merely in-reference to the 
measure, and the commanding general says that 
he does not think that it comports with the public 
interest to state anything in relation to it. If I 
am to understand the resolution as referring to the 


the remark of the gentleman from 


The original resolution is in these 


requ 


Commander-in-Chief—as imperative upon him to 
state what has been done in the matter—I shall 
vote against it. I hold that it ought not to be 
pressed upon his attention again, when he has 
stated that he does not think that the public in- 
terest will admit of a reply. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. This resolution, Mr. 
peaker, it seems to me, does not admit of ques- 
It has evidently been drawn with caution, 
and the gentleman who drew it must have been 


a 


on. 


sensible that he was endeavoring to bring before 
this Elouse acts of a military character simply. 
He has gone cautiously about it. If he has not 
entered into this subject he has knocked at the 
doors. ‘The tendency of the resolution is subject 
to the objection urged, if the matter of it is not. 
It leads directly to the assumption of such im- 
proper authority by this House. It implies— 
‘**Gentlemen, this is not an inguiry proper to be 
made by you; it cannot be answered consistently 
with the public service—a military service; if it 
concern j your legisjative service it would be our 
duty to take all the consequencés and answer you; 
but it relates to our duties; we know that an 
answer would be prejudicial to the country, and 
it being our business, we must tell you respect- 
fully that we cannot answer you without preju- 
dice to the country, and we prefer, therefore, to 
decline to answer.’ 

I regret that the Secretary of War did not take 
a different course with the resolution. When it 
was sent to him, instead of sending it to General 
McClellan, it seems to me, with great deference, 
the proper course would have been to have sentit 
to the President of the United States, and taken 
his instructions as Commander-in-Chief. General 
McCicllan was no more the proper organ to an- 
swer the resclution than the Secretary of War 
himself was. He himself is a subordinate. The 
impropriety of sending it to one of his subordi- 
nates would be obvious. Had it been sent to the 
President, the President would have answered you 
in a constitational manner. He is the head of the 
military, and he might have communicated an 


answer in a message tothis House,and that would | 
> 


have brought the subject up solemnly here, That 
is the course which should have been taken. But 
the course which has been taken is calculated to 
bring into controversy the name of General Mc- 
Clellan, and the propriety of his conduct, 

My friend from Illinois desired before I took 
my seat to make an inquiry. 1 will hear him, 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I desired simply to offer 


an amendment. 
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cussion in the House at the present time, and I 


| sent to a doctrine so unprecedented and perilous 








The amendment was read, as follows: 

“That the Secretary of War also report to this House, if | 
compatible with the public interest, who is responsible for | 
the defeat of our arms at Wilson’s Creek, near Springfield, | 
and at Lexington, in the State of Missouri. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. It was my purpose | 
in the first place to vote for the resolution of the | 
gentleman from New York, upon the ground that 
I was taughtin the school of those who believe 
that the Executive Departments, being created 
by Congress, and so far its creatures, are therefore 
subject to its supervision and control, and espe- 
cially because the present tendency is all the other 
way, and I would gladly do all in my power to 
check it. A rule of this Horse, adopted in 1820, 
ata time when there were wiser and better men 
here—men more attached to the Constitution, and 
who understood it better, | apprehend, than it is 
now in the days we live in—recognizes the right 
of this House peremptorily to ‘* direct”’ the heads 
of the Executive Departments to furnish informa- 
tion; and for one I am not willing to surrender 
that right. Itis a right maintained even by tlie 
British Parliament; and it was exercised, if I mis- 
take not, during the war in the Crimea, by an in- 
quiry into the conduct of the war, and with the | 
most salutary results. But the gentleman from 
New York, or whoever else offered the resolution 
on the second day of the session, has ignored that 
rule, and chosen to leave to the Secretary of War 
the discretion of answering or not, according as, 
in his judgment, the public interest might justify 
an answer, Therefore, while on principle, but 
for this controlling fact, | should have been obliged 
most reluctantly to separate from my friends, and 
vote for this resolution with those with whom I 
am not accustomed to vote; yet, inasmuch as the 
original resolution did not direct the Secretary of 
War peremptorily to furnish this information, | 
accept, not very willingly, this justification for 
voting, as I shall, against the resolution now pend- 
ing. But I rose, sir, not merely to explain my 
vote, but to suggest a second time, as I did the 
other day, that hereafter all resolutions of a sim- 
ilar import should be made to conform to the rule 
of this House, and that the responsibility which 
these Executive Departments owe to this House 
shall be rigidly enforced. Let us yield not an 
inch, especially ata time when executive power, 
in its most dangerous form—the military—threat- 
ens the civil authorities with utter subordination 
if not permanent overthrow. I dissent, very re- 
spectfally but totally, from the unconstitutional 
and dangerous doctrines of the gentleman from 
Kentucky; and I congratulate the country also, | 
that gentlemen of the majority are beginning al- 
ready, no matter from what motives, to fall back 
upon the very principles for maintaining which I 
have for months past been falsely and impudently 
denounced as an enemy to my country. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. Lhad not anticipated this dis- 


will not occupy the time of the House at any 
length. But 1 must enter my protest against the | 
principle presented by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Crirrenpen] in regard to the juris- 
diction of the civil authority as related to that of 
the military power. I had thought there was a 
clause in the Constitution declaring that the mil- | 
itary power should always be subject to the civil 
authority. I suppose I am incorrect in my recol- | 
lection; butit certainly hasalways been the theory | 
ofourGovernment that the military authority was 
subject to the civil. We have a right to arraign 
not only our generals, but even our President. 
We here represent the sovereignty of the people; 
and I enter my earnest protest against the idea that 
the officers of the Army have the same right to 
inquire into and investigate the conduct of the 
members of this House as this House has to in- 
quire into and investigate the conduct of the offi- 
cers of the Army. If it has reached that point, it 
is but a very short step between that position and 
an absolute military despotism. I cannot, by si- 
lence even, give any kind of countenance or con- 


as that. The Army is subject to the civil author- 
ity—if not in its minute details, certainly in its 


grand movements. i] 


I desire now to say something in regard to the | 


duct of the war. 1 do not think that the want of | 
success i) Our military operations is owing so 





GLOBE. 


| made, and [ know when it fits. 


| about. 


| hero, and martyr. 
|} round his neck, while General Wise was mancu- 
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| of military skill in this officer or that officer, as 


to other causes. Although, by the way, the gen- 
tleman deprecates transforming civilians into mil- 
itary men, and military men into civilians, I will 
say that we have been familiar with such trans- 
formations ever since we have been a nation. The 
two leading generals in our Army were civilians 
when this war broke out—one in Califort.ia’, and 
one in Illinois; and a large proportion of the of- 
ficers of the Army now were civilians when the 
war commenced. This must, of necessity, be so; 
and I believe, on the whole, that the civilians are 
the best officers, and will prove to be the best of- 
ficers; and that the men who have received a 
military education are more in the way of the 
success of our arms than anything else. That is 
my conviction, though I do not wish to blame 
any one, or to discuss personal merits or demer- 
its. The truth is, if I understand it, our want of 
success in this war is owing to the theory adopted 
by this Government in regard to its prosecution. 
The Government is holding the Army in a state 
of inactivity, for what reason? Not because the 
officers are not skillful and brave, not because the 
soldiers are not brave and efficient; but they are 
holding this whole Army in this stand-still posi- 
tion, and literally making it a standing Army, 
upon the same principle that a simpleton men- 
tioned, I think, in Grecian fable, stood upon the 
banks of a stream waiting for it to flow by, that 
he might pass over dry-shod. We are waiting in 
the hope—in my opinion a vain and fruitless hope 
—that this rebellion will put itself down; that if 
we do not hurt them these rebels will return to 
their allegiance, and that, too, before a great 
while. 

If | understand it, it is that that is paralyzing 
the whole Army of the United States, and bleed- 
ing the people of the United States to the extent 
of about two million dollars a day. It is no wen- 
der that the’ people are growing impatient; it is no 
wonder that that impatience is becoming earnest 
in many portions of the country, and is almost 
reaching a point beyond that of passive emotion. 
The whole nation is waiting for the Army to move 
forward. They have furnished the men and the 
money; and why does not the Army move? Itis 


because we are afraid we shall hurt somebody if 


we fight; that we shall get these rebels and traitors 
so exasperated that they will not return to their 
loyalty, as we hope they will, if we do not harm 
them. This fear of injuring the twin relict of bar- 
barism is benumbing and demoralizing the whole 
Army. You may tell me I do not know how to 
make acoat. Very true; but | know when it is 
And though I 
may not know how to conduct the details of mil- 
itary affairs, [know what results should be brought 
t I know something about a reasonable 
time in which battles should be fought; and the 
gentleman himself will not claim that we must 


|| stand here always and do nothing, though that 


appears to be the position of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, and of those who advocate a like pol- 
icy. 

I say, Mr. Speaker, the whole nation is stand- 
ing impatient, trustful, hopeful, yet gradually and 
surely losing confidence in the mode in which this 
war is conducted. They are standing just as the 
old hero, John Brown, stood on the seaffold— 
John Brown, whose soul, thank God, is marching 
on. I hope it will get through the whole Army, 
and then we will not be quarreling about Ball’s 
Bluff and other defeats. I call him an old saint, 
He stood there with the rope 


vering his troops—parading them around the 
scaffold to look upon the old saint and hero. It 
was then that Brown said, *‘ I am not impatient, 
sir; but I hope you will not detain me any longer 
than is absolutely necessary.’? That is the way 
the people feel who have to be taxed to pay the 
expenses of this war, and see their cherished ones 
fall by disease and the sword, in respect to the 
movement, or rather non-movement, of our troops. 

3ut, Mr. Speaker, to return to that which I 
wanted chiefly to say, and that is this: I care very 
little about investigating these incidental facts. 
The great trouble is that this nation has failed, 


, . || and is yet failing, rightly to interpret the provi- 
general subject under discussion, to wit, the con- || 


dences of God. Although a reference to any 
higher law or providence may be received here 
with a smile and a jeer, yet the trath is that God 


much to this general or that general, to the want }| is holding this nation, and refusing to allow us to 
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achieve any victories, because we are not just; 
because we are not true to the principles of justice 
and truth and human equality which we pro- 
claimed in the original structure of our Govern- 
ment. Weare failing to ‘proclaim liberty through- 
out all the land to all the inhabitants thereof.’ 
We have stood looking coldly and jeeringly on 
the suffering slave, as year after year, lusteum 
after lustrum, and decade after decade rolled by. 
We are Ve rily guilty concerning our brother, in 
that we have seen the anguish of his soul and have 
not had compassion on him. We have derided 
his woes; we have seen him stripped and spoiled 
and lacerated and wronged and outraged—four 
million human beings, made in the image of God; 
we have derided their sufferings, and now we have 
reached a point which that far-seeing statesman, 
Jefferson, saw years ago. Weare standing in the 
front, not merely of rebels, but we are standing 
before an incensed God—I prefer using the scrip- 
tural term to designate the Supreme Being—if any 
one prefers the phraseology, I will say We are 
standing in the presence of that divine Nemesis 
who has woven the threads of retribution into the 
web of national life no less than into that of indt- 
vidual life. We are put to flight because that 
divine power is against us. We must repent, and 
must proclaim liberty to the enslaved of the land. 

Sir, it is said that it is want of brains that pre- 
vents our military success. It is not the want of 
brains so much as it is the want of heart. We 
wanta soul in this matter. The generals who 

conduct our armies have no soul or earnestness 
in the cause. They go with kid gloves on their 
hands, and say, ‘* Generous, hospitable South 
Carolinians, (the very vipers who hatched out the 
accursed rebellion,) we will not hurt you if we can 
help it.”?) I believe before God—and if it be fanat- 
icism now, it will not be fanaticism when the muse 
of history traces the events of the day—that the 
reason why we have had Ball’s Bluff, Bull Run, 
and other defeats and disasters, is that God in his 
providence means to arraign us before this great 
question of human freedom and make us take the 
right position. Where are we now, sir? Just 
where a certain crew were, on a vessel whose his- 
tory is found in the sacred writings. These an- 
client mariners put out from the shore anda storm 
overtook them, like that which came down upon 
the Trojans. ‘The billows, foaming and raging, 
threatened the destruction of vessel and crew. Af- 
frighted they called upon their respective deities, 
inquiring what had brought upon them the divine 
displeasure, and found a certain refugee on board 
who had proved derelict to sacred obligations. 
They cast lots about the matter, referring it im- 
mediately to a divine solution, and the lot fell on 
the guilty person. What then? Why, the cul- 

rit himself said he must be thrown overboard. 
Lhe sailors, with characteristic generosity, tried 
to save him, but could not, and cast him forth, 
and so saved their vessel and the lives of those 
on board. I can imagine the commander, the 
pilot, and other subalterns, gathering around the 
doomed culprit, saying: * Itisa pity to throw him 
overboard. He has paid his fare clear through. 
He has got some sort of constitutional right to 
stay on our vessel, storm or no storm; and be- 
sides he is pious withal, says grace and prays.”’ 
But the crew, in spite of the officers, in spite of 
themselves even, say: ** Let us not perish for this 
man.’’? So they cast him forth into the sea, and 
the sea ceased from her raging. 

Now, sir, when we cast this accursed slavery 
overboard, God will give us success, and will 
crown our arms with victory—for that is just, 
that is right. But no: this slaveholding Jonah 
has paid his fare, has got some sort of constitu- 
tional guarantied right, and prays and whips 
Christianity into its tortured catechumen; and we 
are here to-day, with this old national vessel 
drifting wildly amid the maddened waves, every 
spar bowing, every joint creaking, and every 
plank bending, while the angry ocean shivers its 
crested waves charged with divine wrath against 
its sides: and still men say, ** For God’s sake, 
do not touch this old slaveholding Jonah!’? We 
must do it, sir. It must go to the depths or 
we must; and when it is cast into the sea God 
will save the nation. Then it will be a nation 
worth saving. Then it will be a nation standing 
proudly where it ought to stand, in the forefront 

of the nations of the earth, and leading them on 
to freedom. Men jeer about the ‘everlasting 


—_ - - SE 
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| Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 desire to ask my col- 
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nigger.’’ You cannot get rid of him, sir. He 
will not down at your bidding. You might just 
as well try to wipe out Jehovah’s government, and 
crumble the pillars of God’s throne. In the negro 
just now are embodied and represented here before 
‘us the rights of man. We have disregarded his 
rights as long as God will allow us. 

Here is the trouble, sir. It is notin Stone, nor 
McClellan, nor in Halleck altogether. God uses 
these poor instruments to punish us, [laughter,] 
and when we take the right position he will bring 
us the right men and we shall be saved, but not 
otherwise. To this complexion it will come at 
last. It is written in the unfolding leaves of that 
book chained tothe throne. This Jonah must go 
down into the depths of the ocean, to the founda- 
tion of the hills. We have refused to vote for the 
negro; we have refused to care for the negro; 
we have refused to sympathize with the negro, 
and now God has set us to fighting about the ne- 
ro; and the man is blind or an atheist who does 
not see the hand of God in itall. History will 
tell you that. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the people are determined 
to put down this rebellion, and I tell the Govern- 
ment, without the least ripple or shadow of un- 
kind feeling toward a single gentleman—for 1f I 
had it would be groundless and ungrateful—in- 
trusted with theadministration ofaffairs, and with- 
out believing for a moment that they are not true 
and Joyal and earnest, although, as I think, acting 
on mistaken theories; I tell them that the people 
mean to put down this rebellion, and do not mean 
to stand with the rope round their neck always 
This rebellion must be put down by the Govern- 
ment or without it. 1 know how the people feel, 
and I know that the slaveholding interest of one 
or two border slave States will not be allowed to 
control the destinies of this Republic. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Will the gentleman from 
Illinois allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I see, sir, that this House 
passed at a former session the following resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That neither the Federal Government nor th: 
people or governments of the non-slaveholding States have 
a purpose or a constitutional right to legislate upon or in 
terfere with slavery in any of the States of the Union. 

Resolved, That those persons in the North who do not 
subscribe to the foregoing proposition are too insignificant 
in numbers and influence to excite the serious attention or 
alarm of any portion of the people of the Republic, and that 
the inerease of their numbers and influence does not keep 
pace with the increase of the aggregate population of the 
Union. 

Jn favor of the passage of the resolutions | see 
a gentieman’s name, **Owen Lovesoy.’’ Are you 
the man? ; 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Iam that man. [(Laughter.] 
I thank the gentleman for that word, Before re- 
plying to it, however, I want to say in pursuance 
of the line of thought which I was upon, that the 
people have determined, as I believe, to carry on 
this war so as to put down the rebellion in the 
speediest and most effectual way, and I have no 
doubt that the Government will gracefully yield 
to the popular sentiment. 

Now, if I understand the resolution read by the 
gentleman from Kentucky—and my attention was 
diverted from the reading of it for the moment—it 
asserted that we had no right to interfere with 
slavery in the States. 

A Memser. That’s the point of it. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Yes, sir; you will always find 
my vote in the affirmative upon any such resolu- 
tion as that. But that was when these States were 
all loyal to the Federal Government; that was 
before slavery had broken out into rebellion; that 
was before these States had seceded, and cast off 
their allegiance to the Government, to-all] its 
claims, and all its obligations, and of course to all 
right of protection and immunity. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it is one thing, as I under- 
stand it, for two combatants to get together ina 
duel, for instance, in the ancient sword practice, 
and contend according to rule, according to the 
code. If they get together even as prize-fighters 
they have requirements that will not allow the 
combatants to strike certain parts of the body; 
but here is a man who is playing foul, and who 1s 
striving to take your life by any and all means; 
are you bound by the rules, then? Has not the 
Constitution the right of self-preservation? 
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league what was the condition of South Carolina 
at the time when he voted for that resolution ? 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 
of it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It was in February last 

Mr. LOVEJOY. It is well understood that 
when this resolution passed no state of war ex- 
isted, no rebellion had broken out in arms. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask my colleague 
whether the Star of the West had not been fired 
into? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I think it was subsequent to 
that, but no matter as to particular dates; | am 
talking about a state of war and rebellion as con. 
trasted with a state of peace. Now, | suppose 
the gentdeman from Kentucky, as well as others, 
will admit that the Constitution and laws require 
us to do a thousand things in the present state of 
the country that they would not allow us to do in 
an ordinary condition of peace. There is no ques- 
tion about that. My simple point is this: I have 
said it once before, but as the charge is persist- 
ently made upon me, and upon those who ad¥o- 
cate the policy which I advocate, that we are for 
making this an abolition war, an anti-slavery war, 
I again take occasion to say that that is not our 
purpose as an original, ultumate purpose, bul only 
us a necessary incidental measure in the suppres- 
sion of the rebellion, 

Now, | want to ask the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky a question. Does the gentleman prefer that 
slavery should be preserved aod perpetuated rather 
than thatthe Union should be preserved and muin- 
tained? 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I will answer the ques- 
tion. Lam for preserving this Union under the 
Constitution, regirding its obligations imposed 
upon every citizen, every section, and every State 
of this Union. Lam not for violating the Coun- 
stitution when it is not essential for the safety of 
the Union. The gentleman asks whether Lam 
for preserving this Union in preference to preserv- 
ing slavery. If that issue is to be raised, when 
itis presented I shall be ready to meet it. | be- 
lieve we shall preserve the Union and slavery 
under it. Lam for the principles as declared by 
the gentleman himself in voting for the resolution 
[ have read, as declared by the President in his 
inaugural address and in his two messages to this 
House. If these principles are observed, 1 have 
no fear that the Union and the Constitution will] 
not be preserved, 

Mr.LOVEJOY. Thatisasevasiveanansweras 
the one complained of by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Roscoz Conkuina,] in the resolution 
before the House. Now the question I presented 
to the gentleman respectfully was, supposing itis 
impossible to preserve them both, suppose tt be- 
comes as apparent to all as it is apparent to some 
of us, as we think, that one or the other must go 
into the ocean—the vessel or Jonah—which shall 
go overboard? That is the question | propounded. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. 1 would prefer throwing 
the abolitionists overboard. (Laughter.] 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Idonotdoubt it, and that is 
tantamount to saying Utat the gentleman prefers 
seeing the Union go by the board rather than sla- 
very; for in the sense in which he uses the term 
he makes them identical. Now, Mr. Spcaker, I 
am for preserving the Union, the Constitution, 
and freedom. To preserve, to embalm freedom 
was the great object of forming the Union and of 
adopting the Constitution. Slavery was local, 
casual, transient. There is the very point at issue. 
Those gentlemen who advocate this policy which 
seems now to contro] the Army, and apparently 
the Administration, prefer the preservation of ala- 
very to the preservation of the Union, provided 


I do not remember the date 


| both cannot be preserved, 


Now, I am opposed to that poliey. I value the 
Union; | prize the Constitution; I value the glo- 
rious reminiscences of the past and the hopes of 

| the future—though now clouded and dark. I pre- 
fer the Union and these to slavery. It may cry 
and shriek, and beg of us in piteous tones, but it 
must go down into the depths rather than the 
Union shall perish. ‘There is the trouble. With 
these men they want to fight for the Union, but 
you must not hut slavery. Let Baker fall, and 
hundreds of others fall—as was cloquently stated 
by the gentleman from New York, |Mr. Roscoe 
Conguine]—they may fall; Lilsworth may die, 
Lyon may bleed; no matter, slavery is intact, sla- 


'| veryisunharmed. We must fight these battles so 
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as to hurtit. The moment our forces advance to 
the line of treading on that accursed thing which 
lies in their pathway to victory and success, ** re- 


—_ eee 


treat!’’ is then the word. There we are held. No, 
sir, | prefer that the accursed thing should be 
brought to the block. Oh, sir, it is worth twenty 
crucifixions. L would be willing to die a thousand 
deaths to have the grand opportunity vouchsafed 
at the present moment to the President of the Uni- 
ted States—an opportunity grand, sublime, rare 
in the life of a nation, still more rare in the life 
of an individual. 1 would lift myself up until I 
brought my heart in contact with the great heart 
of the eternal God, who loves the slave as well as 
he loves you or me; and say, as God lives, and 
as my soul lives, the Union shall be preserved, 
the Constitution shall be saved, but the accursed 
thine, which has destroyed both, shall be brought 
to the block! To be President, to be king, to 
be victor, has happened to many; to float down 
through future generations, to be embalmed in the 
hearts of mankind as liberator, emancipator, to 
few. 

Mr. Speaker, I must ask pardon for detaining 
the Housethus long. Idid notanticipate making 
these remarks at all, but I wanted to say what | 
have said to the people, for they are feverishly 
alive upon this They love the Union, 
love the Coustitution; the Republic is 
shrined in their hearts. 


subject. 
thre y en- 
Unlike the gentleman 
from Kentucky, they love it more than slavery, 
und they are not ashamed to avow it. Iam not 
ashamed to avow it. We have been ruled, tyran- 
nized over, by this slave power long enough; I 
now demand in the name of the people, I demand 
in the name of justice and of God, that slavery 
shal! not stand in the path, presenting an insur- 


mountable obstacle to the success and triumph of 


our armies in putting down this rebellion. I in- 
sist upon it. ' 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if the House will excuse 
me, as the matter has been alluded to by my col- 
league [Mr. Ricuarpson,] | desire to be allowed 
a few brief words upon the question of the sur- 
render of Mason and Slidell. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHUAM. I rise toa question 
of order. ‘That is not a pertinent inquiry to the 
resolution of the gentleman from New York. I 
am in favor of the discussion of that question, but 
not now. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 
object to the discussion of this matterastirrelevant, 
1 will conclud by reading a portion of the sacred 
vritings. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Idesire the gentle- 
man tounderstand me that I only desire this Mason 
and Slidell affair to come up ina shape where we 
can all debate it. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 


Very well. I will close by 


asking the Clerk to read the seventh chapter of 


Joshua. [{Lauchter. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I will not raise a 
question of order upon the Bible, it is so rarely 
introduced here. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I make the point of order 
that the Bible has nothing to do with the matter 
before the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Coirax in 
thechair.) The Chair cannot decide that question 
until he has heard the chapter read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


“ Cuaprter VII. 


* But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the 
accursed thing: 
Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
accursed thing: and the anger of the Lorp was kindled 
against the children of Israel. 

*2. And Joshuasent men from Jericho to Ai, which is be- 
side Beth-aven, on the east side of Beth-el, and spake unto 
them, saying, Go up and view the country. And the men 
went up and viewed Ai. 

“3. And they returned to Joshua, and said unto him, Let 
not ali the people go up; but let about two or three thou- 
sand men go up and smite Ai, end make not all the people 
to labour thither; for they ere but few. 

«4. So there went up thither of the people about three 
thousand men: and they fled before the men of Ai. 

«5, And the men of Ai smote of them about thirty and six 
men: for they chased them from before the gate even unto 
Shebarim, and smote them in the going down, wherefore 
the hearts of the people melted, and became as water. 

**6. JT And Joshua rent his clothes, @nd fell to the earth 
upon his face before the ark of the Lory until the even- 
= he and the elders of Israel, and put dust upon their 
heads. 


“7. And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord Gop, wherefore hast | 


thou at all brought this people over Jordan, to deliver us 
into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? would to God 
we had been content, and dwelt on the other side Jordan. 


Ifthere is any disposition to | 


for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of 
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«8. O Lord, what shall I say, when Israel turneth their 
backs before their enemies! | 

9. For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the | 
Jand shall hear of it, and shall environ us round, and cutoff | 
our name from the earth: and what wilt thou do anto thy | 
great name? 

“© 10. { And the Lorp said unto Joshua, Get thee up; 
wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face? 

* 11. Israel hath sinned, and they have alsv transgressed 
my covenant which I conmunanded them: for they have even 
taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dis 
sembled also, and they have put it even among their own 
stull 

‘12. Therefore the children of Israel could not stand be 
fore their enemies, but turned their backs before their ene- 
nies, because they were accursed: neither will [ be with 
you any more, except ye destroy the accursed from among 
you 


“13. Up, sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify your- || 


selves against to-morrow: for thus saith the Lorp God of 
Israel, There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, O 


Israel: thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye | 


take away the accursed thing from among you. 
** 14. In the morning therefore ye shall be brought accord 
ing to your tribes: and it shall be, that the tribe which the 


Lorp taketi shall come according to the families thereof; | 


and the family which the Lorp shall take shall come by 
households; andthe household which the Lorp shall take 
shall come man by man 


* 15. And it shall be, thet he that is taken with the ac- | 


cursed thing shall be burnt with fire, he and all that he 
hath: because he hath trangressed the covenant-of the 
Lorp, and because he hath w:ought folly in Israel. 

* 16. { So Joshua rose up early in the morning, and 
brought Israel by their tribes; and the tribe of Judah was 
taken: 

“17. And he bronght the family of Judah ; and he took 
the family of the Zarhites: and he brought the family of 
the Zarhites man by man; and Zabdi was taken. 

*18. And he brought his household man by man; and 
Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son uf Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 

19. And Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray 
thee, glory tothe Lorp God of Israel, and make confession 
unto hin; and tell me now whatthou hast done ; hide it 
not from me. 


90. And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed I 


have sinned against the Lorp God of Israel, and thus and 
thus have I done: 

“21. When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish 
garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge 
of gold of fifty shekels weight, then L coveted them, and took 
them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst 
of my tent, and the silver under it. 

22. 7 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran unto 
the tent; and, behold, it was hid in his tent, and the silver 
under it. 

93. And they took them out of the midst of the tent, 
and brought them unto Joshua, and unto all the children of 
Israel, and laid them out before the Lorp. 


624. And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the | 


son of Zerah, and the silver, and the garment, and the 
wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, and his 
oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that 
he had: and they brought them unto the valley of Achor. 

625. And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the 
Lorp shall trouble thee thisday. Andall Israel stoned him 
with stones, and burned them with fire, after they had stoned 
them with stones, 
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26. And they raised over him a great heap of stones 
unto this day. So the Lorp turned from the fierceness of 
his anger. Wherefore the name of that place was called, 
The valley of Achor, unto this day.” 

During the reading of the chapter, 

Mr. STEVENS moved that all further reading 
be dispensed with, and that it be printed [Laugh- 
ter. 

Mr. LOVEJOY objected. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
ing read is a portion of the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Illinois, and he has a right to have it 
read, 

Mr.WADSWORTH. Ido notthink that our 
soldiers have been stealing anything, and I do not 
think, therefore, that it is pertinent. 

The reading was then concluded. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Mr. Speaker, as the House 
seems to be unwilling to have any more of the 
Bible read, I will not insist on the further reading; 
but if gentlemen will read the next chapter, they 
will find that when the stumbling-block was re- 
moved the Israelites were uniformly victorious. 
And when the American Republic destroys sla- 


| very God will smile upon it, and crown our arms 


with success. 
Mr. MALLORY. 
to me? 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 
Mr. MALLORY. 


Will the gentleman yield 


Certainly. 
Mr. Speaker, as I under- 


stand the purport of the argumest of the gentle- | 


man, this sin of ares is weighing so heavily 
upon the arms of theAJnited States at this time 


. ° . é ~ 
that it will be impossible for those arms ever to | 


achieve success or victory until this accursed 


thing of slavery is removed from it. I suppose if | 


slavery is a curse, as the gentleman from Illinois 


| charges it is, then if there be any engaged in this | 


controversy responsible for it, they are the rebels 


_ of the South, and therefore the face of the Al- 


| speech. 


The chapter be- 
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mighty from the commencement of the rebellion 
up to this time ought to be turned against them, 
That would be the case if the gentleman’s theor 

were correct. He states, however, that it is not 


| so—that the Almighty, whose counsels he seems 


to know and understand perfectly by a sort of 
revelation, I presume, not vouchsafed to many 
members upon this floor, is upon the side of the 
rebels and against the United States. I think that 
the gentleman is in error altogether. 

1 will say, while | am up, in response to the 


question propounded to my venerable colleague, 


[Mr. Wickuirre,] that, so far as | understand the 
feelings of the people of that State—at least I can 
give, without hesitation, my own opinion on the 


| subject—that if they ever come to regard the in- 
|| stitution of slavery as standing in the way of this 
| Union, or of constitutional liberty, they will not 


hesitate to wipe out that institution. [Applause 
in the galleries.] While I state that, I do not, 
however, believe that we will ever come to regard 
the existence of slavery as incompatible with.the 
liberty which our forefathers enjoyed, and which 
we still enjoy under the Constitution of the United 
States, We want to preserve that institution, and 
to preserve the Constitution, with all of its rights, 
guarantees, and securities. [Applause.] 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I am very glad to hear the 
announcement of the gentleman from Kentucky. 
I have no doubt that such an opinion as that he 


| entertains is sincerely entertained in many of the 
border States; but that is not the theory which 


guides the counsels of the State of Kentucky, and 
induces it to come up here to mold and fashion 
the policy of this Government. 

Mr. DUNN. Let me say a word. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I want to answer one gen- 


| tleman at a time. 


I did not say absolutely, Mr. Speaker, that we 
can make no forward movement until slavery is 
destroyed. I stated that while we are attempting 
to fight the battles of the Republic we cannot ex- 
pect success by trying to save slavery. Iam in 
that uttering no new revelation. I havea revela- 


| tion—a revelation, as the gentleman says—but in 


common with others; and the Clerk has read a 
portion of it. Does the gentleman believe that it 
is a revelation from God? 

Mr. MALLORY. Notif it isa part of your 
[Laughter.] If it is a part of the Bible, 
I do. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. If the gentleman should find 
a portion of the Bible in my speech he would not 
believe it! That may be witty, but does not strike 
me as over sensible. I havearevelation, and there 
itis. It is burdened with denunciation of oppres- 
sion. Even Jefferson, who relied not so much on 
the written revelation as on the invisible to the 
heart of man, said: ** Until we put away slavery 
our prayers will be impious.”’ 


Mr. MALLORY. I hope the gentleman will 


| allow me to put a question to him, which I wish 


him to answer before he takes his seat. It is this: 


| if he believes that the Union of these States and 


the Constitution secure slavery, would he wish 
the Union and Constitution destroyed in order to 
destroy slavery? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. No; I would not. I have 
stated simply thatslavery must be destroyed rather 
than the Union and the Constitution. That is all 
Lam claiming. 


Mr. MALLORY. Thatis not an answer to 


| my question. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I say that I would not de- 
stroy the Constitution and the Union for the sake 
of destroying slavery. That is not the question; 
itis evading it. Here is this rebellion; and slavery 
is in the pathway of our success; and my com- 
plaint is, that we are trying to fight the battles of 
the Republic so as not to hurt slavery, and thereby 
imperiling the Union. Isay that it is better slavery 
should perish, that the Union and Constitution 
may be preserved. And the Constitution never 

rotected slavery—never guarantied slavery—Dbut 
it only did not give us the power of doing away 
with it. 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say a 
few words, with the permission of the gentleman 
from Illinois. I do not know whether he under- 


takes to be the interpreter of the Old Testament 
alone or of the New likewise; but it seems to me 
there is a parable in the New Testament much 
more worthy of our consideration than the chap- 
ter of Joshua which he has caused to be read to 
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Ne 
us. Itis the parable of the wheatand the tares. 
That parable was intended to teach us that evil and 
good are sometimes 80 intermixed that the evil 
cannot be eradicated without destroying the good, 
and that in such cases it is better to spare the 
evil for a time for the sake of the good. There 
isa profound philosophy as well as Christian char- 
ity in that simple parable. Our Saviour did not 
recommend the policy which is so vehemently 
urged by the gentleman from Illinois, that the 
tures should be immediately pulled, up; but ad- 
vised delay until the harvest, lest the wheat should 
be rooted up with the tares. 

The gentleman from Illinois, and those who 
coéperate with him in radical measures In this 
House, cannot wait for the evils of slavery to be 
removed by time and the progress of events—no, 
they must seize hold of the tares and destroy both 
wheat and tares in their mad efforts to carry out 
their schemes. Conceal it as he may, he ts for 
making war diréctly upon slavery. Conceal it 
as he may, he would turn the six hundred thou- 
sand soldiers, who have volunteered to preserve 
the integrity of this Union and the authority of 
our Government, into a wild crusade for the over- 
throw and extinction of slavery. Now, let me 
tell him that if such a purpose had been pro- 
claimed by us at the commencement of this war; 
if this Government had proclaimed such a policy; 
if he had been at the head of the Government, as 
he suggested—and thank God he is not, and not 
likely Sh Pidenense 

Mr. LOVEJOY. That is not so certain. 
{Laughter. 

Mr. DUNN. If the policy suggested by the 
gentleman had been adopted instead of having six 
hundred thousand soldiers loyal to the Govern- 
ment in the field, he would have had only an in- 
significant band of John Brown sympathizers at 
his heels. 

I believe, sir, that slavery has received from 
this rebellion its death blow. All we have to do 
is to give it time to die. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. My time is expiring, and I 
must resume the floor. 

Mr. DUNN. I hope the gentleman will allow 
me to makea few more remarks. I have been in 
Congress three years, and have not occupied the 
time of the House three minutes at any one time 
before. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. If the gentleman’s remarks 
will not be taken out of my time, I have no ob- 
jection to his going on. 

The SPEAKER, Does the gentleman yield? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. No, sir; not unless I am 
allowed time to answer the gentleman. 

Mr. DUNN. Does the gentleman decline to 
yield? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I must, as my time will not 
permit it. lam glad to find the gentleman so well 
read in the New, as also in the ancient Sacred 
Writings. [remember the parable very well. My 
votes referred to by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky shows that I have acted on this principle 
of sparing the tares for the sake of the wheat; and | 
1 wish to say that the harvest has already come, 
and that now is the very time to separate the tares 
from the wheat. I hope the gentleman will allow 
me to give him the interpretation of his parable: 


«38. The field is the world: the good seed are the child- 


ren of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the 
wicked one. 


** 39. ‘The enemy that sowed them is the devil: the har- 
vest is the end of the world ; and the reapers are the angels. 

“40. As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in 
the fire ; so shall it be in the end of this world. 

“41. The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and 


they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, 
and them which do iniquity ; 


** 42. And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there 
shall be wailiug and gnashing of teeth. 
* 43. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun. in | 


the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let | 
bim hear.” 


I can faney conservatives, when this band of 
angelic reapers are sent forth by the Son of God 
to burn np the tares, starting up appalled, and | 
saying, ** Lord, don’t be in a hurry; | am afraid || 
you are too radical !”’ 1] 

Now, I do not know by what authority the 
gentleman says that, conceal it as I will, 1 want | 
to make the war simply an anti-slavery war. I 
deny it. I do not conceal that I want slavery 
crushed and ground to powder, and scattered so 
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progress of our victories and the advance of our | 
arms because we are afraid of hurting slavery; and 
[ tell the gentleman it is not fair to try to change | 
that issue for something else. I am in favor of 
no wild scheme; [ never voted for any wild scheme 
since 1 have been in this House; and I tell the 
eentlemen he slanders the six hundred thousand 
men who compose our Army when he says they 
want to fight the battles of slavery, or that they 
have any sympathy for oppression. So far from 
it, the soldiers almost universally desire to destroy 
that which their instincts tell them feeds and fat- | 


! 
tens the rebellion. 


Mr. DUNN. I never said that. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I supposed the gentleman 
meant that, ** conceal it as he will.’’ I know that 
this is a pro-slavery rebellion, for it is nothing 
else. Slavery and rebellion are identical; and free- 
dom and loyalty are identical; and those slave- 
holders who are truly loyal will soon become 
Abolitionists, for that is the logic of their posi- 
tion; and they will see, as I see, thatslavery must 
perish; and pro-slavery men will be secessionists. 
The Union men of Kentucky and of the border 
States will thus be divided, the sheep from the 
goats, and the harvest will come to them then. I 
simply insist upon this one point, that we are 
fighting this war for the Union, and that slavery 
shall not stand in the way of our progress. 

Now, if 1 have any more time, L yield it to the 
gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. STEVENS obtained the floor. 

Mr. DUNN. I hope the gentleman and the 
House will allow me a moment. 

Mr. STEVENS. I arise for the purpose of 
trying to puta stop to this debate, after saying 
two or three words myself, for the purpose of 
getting at something which it is important should 
be passed to-day. This subject could be post- 
poned until another day without spoiling. 

Mr. DUNN. Willnot the gentleman yield now? 

Mr.STEVENS. No,sir; but I will to-morrow. 

Mr.DUNN. Ido not want the floor to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. STEVENS. I am not going to discuss 
this question by following the gentleman from 
Kentucky, and allowing myself to be drawn into 
a debate about irrelevant matters. I merely wish 
to state the proposition before the House, and 
ask a vote upon it. The proposition is, not to 
raise a committee of investigation to investigate 
anything which has been done by the Army; not 
to ask any of the Departments to say what they 
have done, unless they deem it for the public good 
to tellus; but to ask them whether anything has 
been done. If they say nothing has been done, 
and that they deem it improper to do anything at 
present, it will be a full answer. I agree with the 
gentleman from New York, that the reply sent to 
us is notan answer to the resolution of the House. 
I do not believe there was any intention to evade 
an answer, but I believe the reply was made 
through inadvertence; and I believe further, that 
the House owes it to itself to get a direct answer, 
and that is all the resolution proposes. I do not 
see upon what ground any man can vote against 
that. The resolution asks nothing that is im- 


| proper. 


But suppose the purpose of the resolution was 
to getat facts for the purpose of investigation, are 
we to believe in the horrible and abominable doc- 
trine of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Crit- 
TENDEN,] which was nothing else than that this 
House dare not inquire into the manner in which 
this war is conducted,and dare not inquire whether 
our officers are doing their duty or are traitors? 
Has it come to that, that this body is a mere au- 
tomaton to register the decrees of another power, 
and that we have nothing to do but to find men 
and money? I protest against that doctrine as 
having no foundation in the genius of out institu- 


tions, and no foundation in the Constitution. By | 


that Constitution no other body is intrusted with 


the power to declare war than the Congress of the | 


United States; no other power i$ intrusted with 
the duty and the right to raise armies and navies, 


to raise supplies, and to make rules and regula- | 
| tions for both, but the Congress of the United 
| States. Then are we to be told that we dare not 


inquire what our agents are doing; that we dare 


| Not inquire what those officers we have breathed 


a ( | into existence, and whom we are feeding and 
> at two particles of it can never come together; || clothing, are doing, and whether they are injuring 
ut what I want is, that we shall not stop the || 


the nation or whether they are in union with the 
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enemy? Why, sir, it is the doctrine of despotism, 
better becoming that empire which they are at- 
tempting to establish in the South, and which I 


have no doubt a monarchy would soon be estab- 
lished to succeed, 





I have nothing more to say except solemnly to 
protest against that doctrine as having po shadow 
of foundation in the genius of our institutions 
or in the Constitution itself. These arguments 
will be profitable. Much eloquence has been dis- 
played here. Some things have been said which 
strike sadness to my heart. I have seen what I 
have sometimes suspected, that at last many dis- 
tinguished men of the border States would rather 
see the Constitution and the Union go down than 
to see slavery abolished, if it came to that alter- 
native. Sir, we have just given twenty thousand 
men to defend Kentucky,and to support slavery, 
I suppose, in preference to the Union, if that al- 
ternative is presented. I do not wonder that 
gentlemen hold that doctrine. They have a per- 
fect right to hold that doctrine, Itis my right, 
however, to repudiate it, 

Mr.MALLORY. What gentleman from Ken- 
tucky has avowed the doctrine the gentleman 
speaks of? 

Mr. STEVENS. I could put no other con- 
struction upon the reply of the gentleman from 
Kentucky over the way (Mr. Wickuirre] to the 
question of the gentleman from Illinois. Ido not 
wonder that those inhabiting the border States 
hold such a doctrine with their attachment to 
slavery; I do not wonder that gentlemen across 
the lines in the free States hold very much the 
same doctrine, 

Mr. DUNN. Does the gentleman impute to 
me any such doctrine? 

Mr. STEVENS. I thought from what the 
gentleman said he had a tenderness for the negro. 

Mr. DUNN. The gentleman from Penusylva- 
nia imputes certain sentiments to one of the Rep- 
resentatives on this floor, from the State of Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Wickuirre,] saying, as | understand 
him, that that gentleman preferred the preserva- 
tion of slavery to the preservation of the Coust- 
tution and the Union. He then intimates that I, 
living also on the border, sympathize with the 
gentleman from Kentucky in that feeling. [am 
glad of the opportunity of saying to that gentle- 
man that I do not exalt slavery above our Con- 
stitution; that I would make no sacrifice of our 
Constitution to preserve slavery, and that l regard 
the preservation of the Union and the perpetua- 
tion of our present form of Government as fa 
more important to me, to the people of my day, 
and to the generations yet to come, than the pres- 
ervation of slavery. But I do not believe this Gov- 
ernment is to be perpetuated, or that these institu- 
tions can be handed down to posterity, if, instead 
of adhering to that policy which we proclaimed 
to the world at the commencement of this contro- 
versy, we now cut loose from our moorings, and, 
instead of struggling for the preservation of the 
Government, make this a war upon slavery. I 
tell you that if the general emancipation of slaves 
is to be our policy, our Union 1s forever gone, 
and there is no redemption for it. We might still 
have a Union of the free States—a great and pow- 
erful Union—a Union which would, in time, throw 
its shadow over any other confederacy on this 
continent; but as to restoring the Union as it was 
| two years ago, it is impossible, if we make this 
a war upon slavery. With four millions in bond- 
age, with all the value of that property, as it is 
called, interwoven with every other interest in the 
South, and forming the support alike of old age, 
middle age, widowhood, and orphan childhood, 
the attempt to blot it out of existence by a fierce 
foray on the part of the Government is as wild 
and chimerical a scheme as ever entered the brain 
of a madman. 

I am for maintaining the authority of the Gov- 
ernment. If slavery stands in the way, slavery 
must get out of the way. I would strike down 
every interest that opposes the peace and pros- 
perity of our country; and if it is necessary to 
confiscate the slaves of rebels, let them be con- 
fiscated. If the abolition of slavery comes as the 
| result of this war—not the object or the purpose 

of it—then let the blame rest on those madmen 
who have dragged slavery into the bloody arena. 
Ifs maninvites his friends into his china shop, and 
raises a row with them, he must not complain if 
| in the melee his best wares should be broken. So, 
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if in this rebellion slavery sha!] get many hard ~ Hale, Holman, Julian, William Kellogg, Knapp, Law, 


knocks, let it take them, and if it should receive 
its death-blow, | shall be no mourner at its fu- 
ner Jam no lover ofsiavery. L wish gentlemen 
tand that. But I have a regard for the 
romises our forefathers made. This Union 
ver yvmed if it had not been 
for the generous compromises which the founders 
I am willing to stand 
compromises. I want no better Gov- 
me and for my children than that 
which our fathers handed down tous. I am will- 
ing that slavery shall have the same protection 
now that it was ever constitutionally eutith d to. 
l want to give it no more. I think that my votes 
on this floor vindicate my reputation from any 
such insinuation as that made by the rentleman 
from Pennsylvania. As to slavery, I stand on 
the Chicago platform, on the principle s enuncl- 
ated by the President in his inaugural, on the re- 
veated and alraost unanimous declarations of this 
eps id t trust that] shall not be moved from 
my positon by the wild tempest of passion that 
surrounds me, 

One word now in reply to the gentleman from 
Ilinois, [Mr. Lovgesoy.] He thinks the lastday 
is come; that this is the day of judgment; thatthe 
tures mustnow be burned, Well, t believe in him 
neither as prophet, priest, or king. If he bea true 
prophet, let him call down the fires of heaven to 
consume his sacrifice; and if the fires come, I will 
believe in him, but not tll then. Tle undertakes 
ty interpret God’s providence; but] think he had 
better humiliate himself before God, than under- 
take to be the interpreter of Elis providence. 
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Mr. STEVENS. Linsist on resuming the floor. 


I forego any reply to anything that has been said, 
as 1 want to get a bill before the House which 
oughtto passto-day. I ask the previous question 
on th. adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


whole subject upon the table 


I move to lay the 


Mr. COX. On that [ ask for the yeas and nays. | 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 57, nays 77; as follows: 

YEAS—Moessrs. Joseph Baily, Biddle, Francis P. Blair, 


Jacob B. Blair, George IL. Browne, Cobb, Conway, Corn- | 


ing, Cox, Cravens, Crisfield, Crittenden, Delano, Diven, 
Dunlap, Duan, Edwards, Fisher, Goodwin, Granger, Gri 
der, aight, Uanchett, Harrison, Horton, Knapp, Law, 
Lazear, Leary, Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, Morris, Nixon, 
Noble, Novll, Pendleton, Perry, Timothy G Phelps, Rich 
ard on, Robinson, James 8. Rollins, Sheffield, Smith, John 
LB. Steele, William G. Steele, Stration, Francis Thomas, 
Upon, Vailandigham, Wadsworth, Ward, Whaley, Chilton 
A. White, Wickliffe, Woodrut!, aud Wright—57. 
NAYsS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Babbitt, Baker, 
Beaman, Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, 
Campbell, Chamberlin, Clark, Colfax, Frederick A. Conk- 
ling, Ro-coe Conkling, Cooper, Covode, Davis, Dawes, 
Duct, 
Gurley, ale, Hickman, Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, Francis 
W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Lansing, Loumis, Lovejoy, 
McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Mitchell, Anson P. Mor- 
rill, Justin 8. Morrill, Norton, Patton, Pike, Pomeroy, Por 
ter, Potter, John Ul. Rice, Riddle, Edward HH. Rollins, Sar- 
eant, Sedgwick, Shanks, Sherman, Shiel, Sloan, Stevens, 


Eliot, Fenton, Fessenden, Franchot, Frank, Gooch, | 


Lazear, Lehman, MeKean, Maynard, Menzies, Morris, 
Noble, Noell, Norton, Patton, Pendieton, Perry, Richard- 
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son, Robinson, James 8. Rollins, Shiel, Smith, William G. }} 


Steele, Stratton, Upton, Wad-worth, E. P. Walton, Ward, 
Whaley, Chilton A. White, Wicktiffe, and Wright—49. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Baker, Bea- 


man, Biddle, Bingham, Samuel 8S. Blair, George Ul 
Browne, Campbell, Chainberlin, Clark, Colfax, Frederick 
A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Canway, Cravens, Crit 


tenden, Davis, Dawes. Diven, Duell, Dunlap, Dunn, Ed 
wards, Eliet, Fenton, Fessenden, Franchot, Gooch, Gran- 
gr, Gurley, Haight, Hanchett, Marrison, Hickman, Hooper, 
llorton, Hutchins, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Lansing, 
Leary, Loomis, Lovejoy, McKnight, Anson P. Morrill, 
Justin S&S. Morrill, Nixon, Timothy G. Phelps, Pike, Pom 
crov, Porter, Potter, Jolin IL. Riee, Riddle, Sargeant, Sedg- 
wick, Shanks, Sheffield, Sherman, Sloan, John B. Stecle, 
Stevens, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, Trimble, 
Trowbridge, Vandever, Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Ver 
ree, Wall, Wallace, Charles W. Walton. Washburne, 
Wheeler, Albert 8S. White, Wilson, Windom, and Wor- 
cester—s1. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
During the vote, 


Mr. HARRISON stated that Mr. SHetvaBar- | 


GER was detained at home by illness in his family. 

Mr. SPAULDING asked leave to vote, (he 
having been absent on a committee when his name 
was called.) 

Mr. RICHARDSON objected. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act 
making appropriations for the payment of invalid 
and other pensions of the United States, for the 
year ending 30th June, 1863; when the Speaker 
siyned the same. 

Mr. PERRY moved that the House adjourn. 


The motion was disagreed to. 
BATTLE OF BALL’S DLUFF—AGAIN. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 


and nays upon the passage of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 79, nays 54; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Babbitt, Baker, 
Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Samue! 8S. Blair, Blake, Buffin- 
ton, Campbell, Chamberlin, Clark, Colfax, Frederick A. 
Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Conway, Covode, Davis, 


Dawes, Duell, Edwards, Eliot, Fenton, Fessenden, Fran- | 
vurleye Hale, Hickman, | 
Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, | 


chot, Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, 
Hooper, 
William Kellogg, Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, McKean, 
McPherson, Mitchell, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, 


Olin, Patton, Timothy G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Potter, | 


Jolin H. Rice, Riddle, Edward II. Rollins, Sargeant, Sedg- 
wick, Shank-. Sherman, Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens, Ben- 
jamin F. Thomas, Trimble, ‘Trowbridge, Vandever, Van 


Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Verree, Wall, Wallace, Charles | 


W. Walton, E. P. Walton, Washburne, Wheeler, Albert 8. 
White, Wilson, Windom, and Worcester—79. 
NAYS--Messrs. Joseph Baily, Biddle, Francis P. Biair, 
Jacob B. Blair, George I. Browne, Cobb, Corning, Cox, 
Cravens, Crisfield, Crittenden, Delano, Diven, Dunlap, 
Dunn, Fisher, Granger, Grider, Haight, Hanchett, Harri- 


son, Holman, Horton, Law, Leary, Lehman, McKnight, || 


| Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, Morris, Nixon, Nobie, Pen- 
; dleton, Perry, Porter, Richardson, Robinson, James S. Rol- 


Senjamin F. Thomas, ‘Trimble, Trowbridge, Vandever, | 


Van Horn, Van Vaikenburgh, Verree, Wall, Wallace, 
Charies W. Walton, E. P. Walton, Washburne, Wheeier, 
Albert 3. White, Wilson, Windom, and Worcester—77. 

So the House refused to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 


Mr. GRIDER stated that his cotteague, Mr. | 


Hanpina, was detained from the House by sick- 
ness, 


The question recurred on seconding the demand | 


for the previous question, 
Mr. BLAIR, of Virginia. 
House do now adjourn. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered; which was, first, on Mr. | 


Ricuarpson’s amendment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I hope the gentle- 
man from Illinois will strike out that part of his 
amendment * if compatible with the public inter- 
ests,’’ as it is not in accordance with the rule. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Itisin accordance with 
the other part of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 49, nays 81; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Joseph Baily, Baxter, Francis P. Blair, 
Jacob 8. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Colb, Couper, Corning, 
Cox, Crisfield, Delano, Fisher, Frank, Goodwin, Grider, 


I move that the | 


i 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 


lins, Sheffield, Smith, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, 
Stratton, Francis ‘Thomas, Upton, Vallandigham, Wads- 
worth, Ward, Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, Woodruff, and 
Wright—54. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING moved to recon- 


sider the vote by which the resolution was adopted; | 


and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
IOWA CONTESTED ELECTION. 
Mr. COX. 1 rise to a question of privilege. 
[ hold in my hand certain papers in the case of 


| the lowa contested election, which I ask to have 
|| printed, and referred to the Committee of Elec- 
| tions. 


‘The papers were accordingly referred, and or- 
dered to: be printed. 
VIRGINIA CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. DAWES also presented certain papers in 
the case of Mre Segar, claiming to represent the 


first congressional districtof Virginia; which were | 


referred to the Committee of Elections, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


ADJUDICATION OF WAR CLAIMS. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. I desire the consent of the 
House to offer a resolution directed to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary; and then [ should like | 
the attention of the House for a moment to ex- 
plain the necessity of immediate legislation upon 


Lask for the yeas | 


| to come. 
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the subject. I propose to offer the following res. 





| olution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be jp. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for the effect of the decisions of the board of commissioners 
now organized by order of the President to settle and adju- 
dicate upon claims against the United States growing out 
of the military operations and contracts made at St. Louis 
or elsewhere, by the commander in-chief of the western 
division, or other officer or agent af the Government. 


There being no objection, the resolution was 
receivi d bye the House. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. If the House will allow 
me, | will explain the reason why I offer that res- 
olution. Itis known, I suppose, to every one that 
at this time there is a commission holding its ses- 
sions in St. Louis to judge of the amount of the 
liabilities of the United States growing out of cer- 
tain contracts, made more particularly in that 


| locality, but perhaps also in other portions of the 
| country. i 


| authority of the President of the United States, 


The authority of thisxcommission is by 


Their decision, when in favor of the claimants, 
will, I suppose, be adopted and the claims paid; 
but when the decision isin whole orin part against 
the claimant, it will be in his option to present his 
claim here and continue it before us for all time 
Now, the object I have in view is that 
the Judiciary Committee shall report a bill pro- 
viding by law that when these adjudications shall 
be reported to the President and approved by him, 
they shall be taken as final upon the subject, and 
shall preclude the claimants from any further pros- 
ecution of their claims; otherwise Congress will 


|| be annoyed for half a century to settle these un- 
settled claims. 








Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


I move to amend 


| the resolution by inserting after the word * con- 
tracts’’ the words ‘* prior to the 14th of October 


last.”’ 

I will explain my object in offering the amend- 
mentinasingle word, The only contracts brought 
in question in Missouri were those made prior to 
that time. This commission were appointed to 
examine contracts made prior to that time, and I 
do not wish the western department to be placed 


| upon a different footing from the other portions ot 


the Army as to contracts which are now being 
made or disbursements which are made there. | 
do not desire to have it imposed upon our people 
in addition to making contracts that the contract- 


| ors shall be compelled to go before this commis- 


sion before they can get their pay. Let them be 
placed under the same regulations with the other 
portions of the Army. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I did not know that the 
jurisdiction of the commission was confined to 
contracts of a particular date, nor did I know what 
was the limit in respect to these contracts. My 
object is to putall the claims which shall be acted 
on by this commission where they will not have 
to come up for readjudication, 


Mr. WASHBURNE. This resolution, as I 


| understand it, is merely one directing the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary to inquire into the expe- 
diency of the proposed legislation. I suppose 
they may be very safely trusted with the matter, 
and I see no object in Recetaine it at this time. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 


TARIFF. 


Mr. STEVENS. I ask the consent of the 
House to report from the Committee of Ways and 
Means a joint resolution explanatory of an act 
entitled ** An act to increase the duty on tea, co!- 
fee, and sugar,’ approved December 24, 1861. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. If that resolution 
is to go to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, I have no objection to its !n- 
troduction. Otherwise I object. We passed the 
bill which this is to explain without an hours 
consideration, and if this is to be put through 
under the previous question, we shall probably 
have to pass another explaining this. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move, then, to suspend the 
rules for the purpose of introducing the bill and 
considering it at this time. 

Mr. COX. I move that the House do now 
adfourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The rules were suspended, two thirds having 
vuted therefor. 

The joint resolution was then introduced, and 
read a first and second time. 
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ing of any excess of duties which may have been | 
paid upon such goods. ; 
Mr. STEVENS. This explanatory act is ren- 
dered necessary by an interpretation put upon our 
act lately passed, different from that put upon it 
by the Committee of Ways and Means, and | 
suppose from what the Elouse intended, We in- 
tended to lay an additional duty upon coffee, tea, 


sugar,and molasses hereafter to be unported. The | 
Secretary of the Treasury, contrary as | think to || 
the fair reading of the act, construed it as apply- 


ing also to all goods that had been previously 
warelioused. I demand the previous question. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Willthegentleman 
permit me to offer a substitute for the joint reso- 
lution? 

Mr. STEVENS. I must respectfully decline. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to mane 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I call for the read- 
ing of the engrossed joint resolution. 

Mr. COLFAX. To give an opportunity to en- 


gross the joint resolution, | move to reconsider the | 


vote by which the joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time, and ask the 
yeas and nays upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


the negative—yeas 13, nays 81]; as fdllows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Cravens, CrittendengeGrider, Holman, 
Law, Lovejoy, Mallory, Nixon, Noble, Sheffield, Vallan- 
digham, Wadsworth, and Chilton A. White—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Babbitt, Baker, 
Baxter, Beaman, Samuel! 8. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Camp- 
bell, Chamberlin, Coliax, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe 
Conkling, Covode, Crisfield, Duell, Dunn, Edwards, Eliot, 
Fenton, Franchot, Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Gurley, Han- 
chett, Harrison, Hickman, Hooper, Horton, Hutchins, Ju- 
lian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Lan- 
sing, Leary, Loomis, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, 
Maynard, Menzies, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, 
Odell, Patton, Timothy G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, 
John H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sargeant, Shanks, 
Sherman, Spaulding, Jolin B. Steele, Stevens, Benjamin 
F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, Trimble, Trowbridge, Upton, 
Vandever, Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Verree, Wail, 
Wallace, Charles W. Walion, E. P. Walton, Ward, Wash- 
burne, Wilson, Woodruff, and Worcester—81. 


So the motion to reconsider was disagreed to. 


_ The joint resolution was then read the third 
time. 


Mr. STEVENS demanded the previous ques- | 


tion on its passage. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The joint resolution was passed. 


Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote | 


by which the joint resolution was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


WASIITINGTON PASSENGER RAILWAY. 


Mr. DUELL, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to incorporate the Union Railroad 
Company, and to authorize the construction of a 
railroad in certain streets and avenues of the cities 


of Washington and Georgetown, in the District || 
of Columbia, and the running of vehicles con- 


nected therewith, and to regulate the same; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

INDIAN INTERCOURSE. 

Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to ceeitne act entitled “* An act to 
regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontier,’’ ap- 
proved June 30, 1834; which was read a first and 


mittee on Indian Affairs. 


CONTRACT FOR ARMS, ETC. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I move, by unanimous con- 


sent, that a communication from the Secretary of | 


War laid upon the table this morning, and which 
is in reference to the purchase of certain arms, be 
taken up and rebeceel 
Army contracts. 

The motion was agreed to. 


And then, on motion of Mr. COX, (at twenty 
minutes past four o’clock, p. m.,) the House 


adjoyrned. 


os "' ee ° . hi 
It provides that the increase of duties under the || 


act named shall not apply to goods in warehouse || 
at the time of its passage, and directs the refund- | 


to the special committee on | 
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Tvespay, January 7, 1862. e 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. ScwpeRtann. 


‘| The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. GRIMES. In addition to the many thou- 
sand petitions that | have presented for the estab- 
lishment of an armory at Rock Island, Illinois, I 
now present another from the citizens of Jackson 
county, lowa. I move that it lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. POMEROY presented a petition of citizens 
of Philadelphia, and Leroy, State of New York, 
praying for the total abolition of slavery through- 

| out the land; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LATHAM presented the memorial of Ed- 

ward Harte, of San Francisco, California, praying 
payment for services rendered in the preparauion 


|| of the report on the census of 1850; which was 


referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 

Mr. HARLAN presented five petitions of citi- | 
| zens of lowa, in favor of the location of anational | 
_armory at Rock Island, Illinois; which were or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Michigan, praying that some action may 
be taken foran exchange of prisoners; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 


_ || the Militia. 
The question was taken; and it wag decided in 


He also presented a petition of citizensof Lyon, 
| Oakland county, Michigan, praying for the abo- 
lition of slavery, and that provision be made by 
| law for cailing on all the inhabitants of the Unt- 
ted States, bond and free, to aid in supporting the 
| Government; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. ANTHONY presented a petition of the 
| Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and other citi 
zens of Rhode Island, praying the passage of an 
} act making homeopathic surgeons eligible to at 
least one eighth of the regular surgical appoint- 
ments in the Army and Navy; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GRIMES, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the bill 


| (S. No. 137) in regard to the administration of || 


criminal justice in the District of Columbia, re- 

ported it with amendments. 
| Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
|| tary Affairs and the Militia, to whom was referred 
|| the bill (S. No. 136) to provide for the appoint- 
|| ment of sutlers in the volunteer service, and to 
|| define their duties, reported it with amendments. 

GOVERNMENTAL EXPENSES. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the commission ap- 
| pointed on the part of the Senate under the act 
approved July 31, 1861, ‘‘ providing a commis- 
| sion to examine and report as to the compensation 
of all officers of the Government, and for other 
purposes,’’ reported the following resolution; 
which was considered, by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That bills reported from the commission on 
compensation and expenditures, organized under the act 
approved July 31, 1851, entitled ‘“* An act providing a com- 
mission to examine and report as to the compensation of 
all officers of the Government, and for other purposes,”’ be 
placed on the Calendar, subject to the same order of busi- 
ness as if reported froma standing committee of the Senate. 

HENRY SAWYER. 

Mr. SUMNER. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, to whom was referred 
the joint resolution (H. R. No, 22) authorizing 
|| Henry Sawyer to accept a medal, to report it back 





|| without amendment, and with a recommendation | 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- || 


that it pass. I think it had better be put on its 


| 
| 
on account of an act of humanity. 
|| There being no objection, the joint resolution 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It authorizes Henry Sawyer, consul to Surinam, 
| to accept the medal recently transmitted to him 
by the King of Holland, for an act of humanity 
i) an effort to save the life of a subject of that 
kingdom. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
| without ameasdment, ordered to a third reading, 
|| read the third time, and passed. f 


passage at once. It is merely toauthorize acon- | 
sul to receive a medal from the King of Holland || 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. HALE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to punish frauds upon the 
public Treasury. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. POWELL, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 140) to abolish the franking privilege ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
VOLUNTEERS IN SERVICE. 

Mr. DAVIS. I have a resolution to offer, and 
I ask for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to re- 
port to the Senate the aggregate number of three years’ vol 

| unteers that have been mustered into the service of the 


United States, the number of such volunteers, and also the 
| number cf regiments trom each State and ‘Territory, the 


|| number of brigadier generals and other brigade officers that 


have been nominated to the Senate fof its confirmation, 
| first, from the regular Army, and second, from without the 
reguiar Army, of each class, stating the number of each 
class from each State and Territory respectively, and also 


|| what number of each class each State and Territory would 


be entitled of the whole number of such nominations 
made, and To be made, including the nominations made 
from the regular Army. 


The resolution was considered, by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to suggest to the 
Senator that in making a return of the number of 
volunteers now in the service, there should bea 
designation of the different species of service, that 
is, the number of infantry, artillery, and cavalry. 
I desire that the resolution may contain that. I 
propose to amend the resolution by inserting after 

r . . s 
the word ** Territory,’’ where it first occurs, the 
words ‘designating the number of infantry, 
| artillery, and cavalry.” 
Mr. DAVIS. 1 accept that modification. 
The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 
PURCIIASES FOR THE NAVY. 

Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire whether any practice now prevails, or 
has heretofore within the past year prevailed, in any branch 
of the naval service, of making purchases through any other 
agent or agencies than those recognized by the law and 
regulations for the government of the Navy Department; 
and, if any such purchases have been made, for What pur- 
pose the same have been made, and have the prices paidin 
such instances been greater or less than those paid when 
purchases have been made in the ordinary mode ; and also 
to inquire whether any further legislation is necessary to 
protect the public interest in that branch of the public ser- 
vice from fraud and abuse; and that they have leave to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the resolution. 

Mr. HALE. At the suggestion of one of my 
colleagues on the committee, | will add to that res- 
olution these words, ‘‘and that they have power 
to send for persons and papers.”’ 

The resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. In the investigation which I pro- 

| pose the committee shall make under that resolu- 
lution, itwill be a matter of very great convenience 
if we could have the resolution printed. I ask, 
therefore, the unanimous consent of the Senate to 
order the resolution to be printed. 

The motion to print was agreed to. 


WITLIDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
Mr. MORRILL submitted the following order: 


Ordered, That Harrison Sargent, Ebenezer Higgins, Ebe 
nezer Ricker, Caleb E. Parker, James Elisha Linscott, and 
Abner Merrill, respectively,-have leave to withdraw their 
petitions and papers. 


Mr. PEARCE. I hope the Senator will state 
the reason forit. It has been usual in the Senate, 
heretofore, to give a reason for withdrawing pa- 
pers, which ought not to be allowed to be with- 
drawn except for some good cause. 

Mr. MORRILL. I understand the object to be 
to recommit the papers. The papers have been 
before the committee and have not been reported 
| against, and the object now is that they may be 

withdrawn for the purpose of being recommitted. 
M:. PEARCE. That is entirely proper. 
The order was agreed to. ‘ 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There are no pa- 
pers on the table except three resolutions which 
the movers have requested may lie there, and pa- 
ers which have come over from the last sesséon. 
“hose files may be read, and such bills as it may 
be desirable to act on can be acted uyon. 
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Mr. WILSON. I desire the Senate to take upa 
bill which L reported yesterday in regard to arrests 
of persous held to labor by officers in the ser- 
vice. 

* The VICE PRESIDENT. 


returned from the printer. 
MILITARY ACADEMY. 


Mr. SUERMAN. I suggest that the bill in 
regard to the Military Academy at West Point be 
taken up and disposed of, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Olio moves to postpone all prior orders for the 











It has not yet been 


purpose of taking up the bill which he has indi- 


cated, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (S. No. 101) to increase the 
number of cadets in the Military Academy at 
West Point. 

The first section of the bill provides that here- 
after, in all cases of appointments of cadets to the 
Military Academy at West Point, each congres- 
sional and territorial district and the District of 
Columbia shall be entitled to have tw8 cadets, to 
be selected as prescribed by existing laws. The 
second section provides that when cadets are 
found deficient in their studies or in their duties, 
they shall be dismissed, unless otherwise recom- 
mended by the academic board, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
fore the Senate is on reconsidering the vote reject- 
ing the amendment reported by the Committee on 
Military Affairs, which was to strike out the sec- 
ond section of the bill, 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to; and 
the question recurred upoh agreeing to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. LATHAM. 
amendment reported again, 

The Secretary read the amendment, which is 
to strike out the second section, in the following 
words: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That when cadets are 
found deficient in their studies or in their duties they shall 
be dismissed, unless otherwise recommended by the acad- 
emic board. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is the amendment to strike 
out that section? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatis the amend- 
meni. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
is very proper to bein. I do not see why it should 
be stricken out. 
vision. Funderstand, privately, from the Senator 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Witson] that it is al- 
ready the rule. Well, if it is the rule, make ita 
law, and do not leave it in the condition it is, so 
that the officersin charge will be pressed by poli- 
ticians and favorites to modify the rule to suit 
particular cases. I think it much better to have 
italaw. Lhope thatthe section will not be stricken 
out. 

The amendment was rejected. 


I should like to have the | 


The question be- | 


| be taught in your schools all over the United || 
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avail ourselves of the services of persons who 
gay now be appointed cadets. 

These reasons | think should prevent the in- 
crease of the number of cadets at West Point at 
this time; but, sir, I am opposed to it upon other 
and higher ground. I believethat itis owing to the 
West Point Academy that this war has languished 
as ithas. I do not believe in the doctrine which 
seems to have become pupular throughout the 
country, that because a person has been educated 
at West Point, and perhaps has commanded fifty 
men at some remote fort in the Indian country, 


he is therefore capable of managing hundreds of | 


thousands of men. Who is it that goes to West 
Point? Itis the son of some favored politician 
who happens to maintain a friendly relation to the 
Representative in Congress from his district at 
the time, and it is not reasonable to suppose that 
he will select the one person in his congressional 
district better fitted than any other one in it to be 
educated at West Point. Experience shows that 
this has not been the case. By keeping it up—I 
am not now speaking in regard to the existing 
institution as it is—but I say that by increasing it 
you in fact discourage the obtaining of military 
knowledge in the country. 

The only avenue to preferment in our Army, 
hitherto, has been through West Point. What 
is the result of that? The result of it is that all 
our youths omit obtaining a military education. 
Abolish your military school at West Point, this 
favored school, and then, sir, military tactics will 


States; and instead of having four hundred thus 
taught in military knowledge, you will have four 
hundred thousand from whom toselect your ofli- 
cers In time of war. But you will not have them 


| because all the avenues to the Army and to pro- 


motion in the Army are cut off from every one 
except the favored boy selected by some Repre- 


| 
| 


} 
} 
| 





| 


sentative in Congress from some particular dis- | 
trict. If you would encourage military kowledge 
| in the country, diffuse it among the people, get 


rid of this favored institution, and let military 
tactics be taught in all your schools and colleges. 


| I would just as soon have the military knowledge 


It strikes me that section 


It seems to mea very useful pro- | 


which could be acquired at such institutions as 


Harvard or Yale, and many others in the country, || 


where a department might be established to teach 


| military tactics, as to have that which may be 


acquired at West Point. 


1 hope, sir, that at this time we shall not in- | 


crease the number of cadets at West Point, for 


the reason which I first gave, that it is an inop- | 


portune time to do it, at any rate. I should be 
opposed to the policy of itif we were not in a war, 
and if it stood upon different grounds; but so far 


as the expense at this particular time 1s concerned, | 


itis a conclusive objection. lask for the yeas 


| and nays on the passage of the bill. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; and it was read the third time. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
now on the passage of the bill. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. This is a bill to increase 
the number of cadets at West Point. I hope it 


will not pass, and on that question I desire to say | 


but a word; I do not propose to go into any ar- 
gumenton the subject. This question was pretty 
fully argued in the Senate some days ago, and I 
thought that the disposition of the Senate clearly 


was against the passage of such a bill at thistime. | 

Various reasons were given why it ought not to || 

pass. Inthe first place, it is attended witha many 
ill 


considerable expense which the country can i 

afford at this time. Inthe next place the persons 
to be educated under it at West Point will not be 
available for the present war. We are nowgdu- 
eating thousands of officers practically in the field; 
they are receiving the best education that can be 
given to military men; and we shall have out of 
this war which is now existing officers enough 


to command any armies that may be raised during | 


our day and generation, and it will be time enough 
to provide after the close of this war for an in- 


crease of the cadets at West Point, who may be | 


needed in wars which are not to arise during our 
day atany rate. Certainly no one expects that 


this war is to last long enough to enable us to | 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLARK. Mr. President, I do not intend 
to vote for this bill; and had it not been for some 
remarks made by the Senator from Illinois now, 
and some made by certain Senators some days 
ago, | should not have troubled the Senate with 
any remarks of mine. I agree with them in the 
suggestions they make, that it will be attended 


'| with expense which the country can ill bear at 
this time; I also agree with them, that when this | 


war shall close we shall pee ey of young of- 
ficers who can command our 


the Senator from Illinois, and I desire so to be 


| understood by the Senate, in this tirade against 


the Government school at West Point. I donot 
believe that treason has resulted to your country 
from that school. Ido not beHeve that your of- 


ficers are inactive because they were educated at | 


that school. Treason has resulted from a politi- 
cal education, obtained elsewhere. The Govern- 
ment itself, the Senate of these United States, has 
been more the school of treason than the acad- 
emy at West Point. It has been taught here for 
years, or those doctrines which have led to it, and 
not in your schools; and the men in your Army 
are inactive, not because they have had an educa- 
tion in West Point, but because they have been a 
se of the peace establishment, and have been 

rought in contact with the men who teach and 
who are infected with treason elsewhere, and sym- 
pathize with them. The various @elations of life 
are brought in to draw men away. Marriage and 


rmy, without edu- | 
cating more at this time. But I do not agree with || 


ee 


|| the West Point Academy. 
so long as you keep up a school of this character, || 
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the social relation and all the other relations, carry 


ern rebellion. 
Point. 

I shall not vote for this bill to increase this 
academy and to put more cadets there, because 
there are many young men in your armies now 

_ who, when this war is over, which I hope will be 
soon and speedy, will be desirous of holding com- 
missions in your Army, and they are more de- 
serving than the young men whom you are edu- 
cating at thatacademy. | agree with the Senator 
that many young men, many boys, many lads, 
have been appointed there by the influence of men 
in high position, and it will always be so; but 
that does not argue against the existence of the 
school. Itis an abuse of it. Sir, the very fact 
that you need these men to be educated at your 
private schools shows that they are demanded by 
| the country; and if not educated by the private 
schools, they should be educated by the public 
| schools. Your private schools now, such is the 
| demand for military men, are joining to their 
| other departments of education, the very instruc- 
| tion needed in military affairs. If we can have it 
| at the expense of the Government, and better, 
| more thorough, and more systematic, let us have 
itthere. That is no objection against your military 
| school. But, I submit to Senators that the history 
| of these private military schools has been that they 
| had all died out until this emergency arose; and 
| had we not hada Military Academy at West Point 
we should not have had many of the young men 
| now who are doing efficient service in bringing 
| these voluntets into the field. 
Sir, I repeat I do not join in this tirade against 
I oppose the bill for 
the reasons which have been suggested, and will 
give my vote against it; and had no remarks fallen 
from Senators against the school itself, so that 
I might have been construed to join in those re- 
marks if | gave my vote against the bill, I would 
have contented myself with a silent “nay ’’ against 
its passage. 

Mr. GRIMES. Mr. President, I think a great 
many better reasons might be assigned for the 
delay in prosecuting this war than those that have 
been assigned by the Senator from Illinois. I 
think with the Senator from New Hampshire, 
that the Senate is in a great degree responsible 
for the delay, not only on account of the political 
sentiments that have hitherto been inculcated by 
individual members of the Senate in former ses- 
sions, but by the course they adopted atthe July 
session, when they allowed majors, captains, and 
lieutenants to be elevated from the line of the 
Army, and put into positions such as those of 
brigadier generals oak major gencrals of volun- 
teers, and the consequence to them would be, 
| when the rebellion is put down, that they should 
| be restored to their old grades of captains and 
| lieutenants. That was what we did; and itis not 
| in human nature to suppose that the lieutenants 
who have been made brigadier generals, and put 
in command of four thousand men, and the cap- 
tain who has been made a major general and put 
in command of ten or twelve thousand men, will 
be exceedingly anxious to prosecute this war to 
a conclusion, because when it is concluded they 
will revert to their old positions and cease to en- 
joy the emoluments and rank of major and brig- 
adier generals. 

Mr. President, it is not my business to vindi- 
cate West Point or the Army, and I trust the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
will not consider that | am poaching on his manor. 
Sir, there never was a greater mistake than that 
under which gentlemen seem to labor when they 
suppose that West Point is the nursery of treason. 
The facts show exactly the reverse of that. I 
have taken the trouble to look into that. I have 
the record before me. Instead of any such fact 
being evinced by the record, if it proves anything, 
it proves exactly the reverse of that. Sir, your 
Army was composed of nine hundred and fifty- 
one officers. Six hundred and eighty-one of those 
who were in service on the Ist day of January, 
1860 are loyal, and two hundred and sixty-two 
of them turned out to be disloyal, have in some 
way got outof the Army, either have turned trai- 
tors, or have been dismissed, or have resigned— 
nearly one third. Of the one hundred and ninety- 
three in all who have been appointed from civil 
life since 1830, and were on your Register 6n the 


| men even from the northern States into the south- 
i 


It is not your academy at West 
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Ist of January, 1860, eighty-seven of them were 
disloyal, You will thus perceive that the propor- 
tion of persons who were ap ointed from civil 
life and who afterwards turned out to be disloyal 
was much greater than of those who had been edu- 
cated at the Military Academy. Nearly one half 
of those who were appointed into the Army from 
civil life were disloyal, whilst there was not quite 
one third of these who had been educated at the 
Military Academy. 


Am I told in answer to this that a majority of 


those persons who were appointed from civil lite 
were from southern States? | respond that that 
only goes to show that the same rule prevails in 
regard to those who were appointed from civil 
life as in those appointed from the academy. They 
were born and raised in a particular secuion of the 
country; they early imbibed the senuments that 

revail in that section of the country; they are 
Saeed to their friends, their relatives, their neigh- 
bors, and acquaintances by ties of relationship of 
one description and another, and they sympathize 
most fully, as a general thing, with their friends 
and relatives and acquaintances, and it is the most 
natural thing that it should be so. 

That is not all, Mr. President. For twelve 
years the men who are now in rebellion against 
your Government have had control of your Army 
department. First, there was Mr. Conrad; and 
next, under Mr. Picerce’s administration, you had 
Mr. Davis; and next, under Mr. Buchanan’s ad- 
ministration, you had Governor Floyd; and they 
were sedulous in their efforts to impress on the 
minds of the officers that the only way in which 
they could secure promotion was to show that 
they wereefully imbued with the State-rights, dis- 
union, nullification, rebellious sentiment. How 
was it afew years ago when you created your 
new regimentof cavalry? How wasitwhen you 
created your new regiment of mounted rifles? 
How was it when you created your two new regi- 
ments of infantry? You allowed to be selected, 
the Senate confirmed and put in the most distin- 
guished and prominent positions in those regi- 
ments, the men who were most subservient to the 
men and to the power now in rebellion against the 
Government. Sir, the Government itself has 
taught rebellion by its acquiescence in the manner 
in which the Army has been conducted for the 
past twelve years. 

A word now, sir, in regard to the matter of 
expense. Under the law as it now stands, if the 
academy was full, there would be two hundred 
and eighty-two cadets—two hundred and forty- 
two appointed by Representatives in Congress, 
permet Congress was full, and forty appointed 

y the Executive ‘‘atlarge.’’ This bill proposes 
to double the number now authorized to be ap- 
pointed by the members of Congress. There are 
one hunared and eighty-one districts represented 
in Congress. Doubling that number, you would 
have three hundred and sixty-two in place of two 
hundred and eighty-two, and, therefore, the whole 
increase In your academy by this bill would be 
simply eighty-two. If you graduate the whole 
number—and we all know that not more than one 
third of those who enter do graduate—you would 
ouly graduate twenty young men perannum. That 
is the whole amount of increase under this bill 


which isso objectionable togentlemen. If Senators | 


will take the trouble, which lam sorry to say some 
of them do not seem disposed to do, to look through 
the old Army Registers they will observe that 
under the law as it now stands we have not been 


able to furnish near officers enough from the Mil- | 


itary Academy to fill up the line of the service. 
Every year young men have been appointed from 
civil life into the Army. In 1856 you appointed 


scores of them into the Army; you appointed | 


them in 1848, and you appointed them every year 
between those periods; and you appointed them 
before this rebellion broke out, sa 

You have now increased your Army by the addi- 


since 1856. | 


tion of one lurge cavalry regiment, which is in | 
reality a brigade, composed of what under the old 


organization would have been three regiments. 
You have also increased your Sone by a brig- 
ade, we call ita regiment; and you have added 


nine regiments of infantry. To supply the offi- | 


cers for this large addition, demanding as many 
officers as the whole of your Army did before, 
yee will only provide by the passage of this bill 
or an increase of officers from the Military Acad- 
emy of twenty per annum. 


, try, and very muc 








Now, Mr. President, in order to show what 
the expense of this increase will be, I wish to 
have a letter read from General Totten, the chief 
of the engineer corps of the Army. 

The letter was read, as follows: 

ENGiIneerR DEPARTMENT, 
Wasuinoton, December 27, 1861. 

Sir: Herewith Isend you the nuinber of cadets to which 
each State and Territory is entitied, so far as can be ascer 
tained from the present admitted Representatives, viz. : 
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These States are assumed to have this number of 
Representatives present in Congress: 


OES 6 6 cvins cowie tsevndeuss seesiqesbenttcenves ts 9 
Ecchi wkh oe cv eae knee bn ekeva bet untue caennees 5 
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We can accommodate at West Point not more than say 
400 cadets. This addition to the number need not increase 
the cost «xcept as to the pay of the cadets. A few more 
officers will have to be drawn from the Army as assistants, 
teachers, &c 


There are now at West Point: 


2 Se ee CUR i iid oni when 05 ware WACK 260 Vile 28 cadets. 

ee Se ae Zz «6 

J ke OO a eer 3300~«C«* 

Se NEED MINS 6 6a. s Shc ee 4odd ese écns dues 106s 
id dwnates Sink Walbis Oe Ghee ddeees tenes 194 cadets. 


The calculation of the annual cost of each cadet is made 
by taking the sum total of the appropriation for this year 
for West Point, $149,237, and dividing it by the whole num 
ber of cadets from the States, Territories, and at large— 
221. Itis thus found, in round numbers, to amount to 8675 
for each eadct. 

Any increase in the number of cadets would proportion- 
ally decrease the cost of each. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH G. TOTTEN, 
Brevet Brigadier General Corps Engineers. 
Hon. J. W. Grimes, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

P. 8. Since writing the above, I have Jearned from the 
Paymaster Gencral that the estimate ior the pay of cadets 
was based on the number of two hundred and fiily-three 
cadets. This fact reduces the cost of each cadet to say 
$590 per annum. J.G.T. 


Mr. GRIMES. It will there be perceived that 
the whole entire expense of each cadet, ascer- 
tained by apportioning the amount appropriated 
to carry on the Military Academy to each cadet, 
admitting that the number is two hundred and 
fifty-three, is $590 annually. If we increase the 
number, as proposed by this bill, the amount to 
each cadet will be proportionably decreased. But 
the eighty-two that will be added by this bill to 
the academy in addition to the number now au- 
thorized by law—I do not say, mark it, in addi- 
tion to the number now there, but in addition to 
the number now authorized by law—would cost 
about forty-eight thousand dollars a year, and 
that is the entire expense that seems to deter Sen- 


| ators from passing this bill. Why, Mr. Presi- 


dent, we might very well, very safely to the coun- 
to cur own convenience, I 
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apprehend, save more than that amount out of 
our own contingent expenses. 

With the increase of the Army, and with this 
nddition to the cade ts, as proposed by the bill, you 
will in a lite time have no more officers in the 
A rmy than you w ill need for your 8&cr ntifie corps. 
] be heve that it 1s ess ntially important to the in- 
terests of the Army and of the country that we 
should maintain the Military Academy, and turn 
out quite as many men as this bill proposes to 
turn out for the future. I know very well the 
valor, devoiion, and the patriotism of the volun- 
teers; but I know that the volunteers themselves 
would prefer to be commanded by an Army offi 
cer. I know that is the sentiment prevailing 
throughout the whole country. Letters reach me 
almost daily asking me to interpose in behalf of 
regiments In my own section of the country, from 
men in power there, and often from the privates 
themselves, asking that this man and that man 
may be detached from some other service and sent 
out there to take command of some regiment, oar 
to fill some important position in connection with 
the Army. The gentlemen on this floor who seem 
to think that Army officers do not possess the 
confidence of the country, are, I apprehend, most 
egregiously mistaken. They do possess the con- 
fidence of the country. It is the administration 
of the Army officers, itis the influence under which 
they are compelled to act, that the country is not 
satisfied with, 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I should like to ask 
the Senator from Lowa a question. If T had to 
vote to,day upon the question of abolishing the 
institution at West Point, [| would vote to abolish 
it,and for the reason that there is no board of ex- 
amination to separate the stupid from those who 
have brains. ‘They go into the Army, the stupid 
and those with brains together, and they aseend 
the ladder together. The greatest evil that we 
have in our present Armygrows out of the stu- 
pidity of the graduates from West Point who have 
been placed in command. I have a letter upon 
my table now recommending a man fora position, 
and the writer says: ** the gentleman I recommend 
isa graduate of West Point; he graduated high 
in his class, and the only difficulty that you will 
have to contend with is that he has not one grain 
of common sense.’? [(Laughter.} Because he ts 
a graduate of West Point, although he is without 
one grain of common sense, he seeks promotion, 
Stupid graduates are engaged daily, hourly, in 
making sport of the volunteer force of the Army, 
and of the officers from civil life. If Congress 
could establish a board to examine the graduates 
of West Point as to their common sense, and re- 
ject those who have not any, the institution, I 
think, would work well. Entertaining the opin- 
ion that I do, I will certainly vote against the in- 
crease of the number of students until such o board 
is established that may reject the stupid. 

Mr. GRIMES. Ihave notdiscovered the point 
of the Senator’s interrogatory, but | will say this, 
if itis what he desires me to say, that I should 
be pleased to see such a board established, com 
mencing with the highest officer of the Govern- 
ment and running down to the lowest. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I understood the Sen- 
ator from lowa to say that the volunteer force of 
this country was content with commanders who 
were graduates of West Point. I differ with the 
Senator from Iowa. I think that there is great 
dissatisfaction in the volunteer force, and that that 
dissatisfaction is increasing daily, for want of 
common sense in many graduates holding impor- 
tantcommands. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The reason why I called 
up this bill was, that it ought to be disposed of 
now. If these cadcts are to be appointed, they 
should be appointed within the next two or three 
weeks. The bill ought therefore to be disposed 
of. 1 am opposed to it for reasons that I gave the 


| other day, and I should say nothing more now, 


but for the remarks made by the Senator from 
lowa. The letter which he had read would con 

vey @ very erroneous impression to the Senate 

It is easy to prove that each cadet who graduates 
at West Point costs the Government about five 
thousand dollars. It is very easy to ascertain the 
fact, because we have annually an appropriation 
bill for the West Point Academy amounting to 
from one hundred and fifty to two hundred thou- 
sand dollars; and this appropriation bill does not 


include all the expenses of that Academy. Many 
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officers of the Army—lI cannot say how many— 


are detailed cial duty at West Point, and 
their salaries are not included in the annual ap- 
propriation for the academy, but still form part 
of the expenditure for that institution. We have 
about forty or fifty graduates each year at West 

Mr.GRIMES. Wedo not graduate more than 
thirty. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then we have an expend- 
iture for this institution of $200,000 a year, and 
for that expenditure we have thirty rraduates, so 
that each graduate of W Point costs the Gov- 
ernment between six | n thousand dollars. 


for spe 


and seve 


This isa very plain sum in arithmetic, that is suf- 
ficient to answer Colonel ‘Totten or any other 
engineer officer. It is one that can deceive no- 
body. 


Mr. Presidert, as we are educating enough 

the field for service during this 
k whether itis worth while to gcom- 
ng over two hundred officers for the 
next generations It seems to m 


officers now in 
generation, las 
mence educati 
the proposition 
ppears to me that itis idle to waste 
the money of the country at this ume of peril in 
educating officers w serve the country 
until the and therefore that 
argument alone should induce the Senate to defeat 
the 


' 
is absurd. ita 


no cannot 


nt war is overy;e 


' ; 
lil. 


But in addition to that, Lam opposed to 
the present organization of the academy at West 
Point. It has always been an expensive institu- 


tion, and | bo 
| 


edge acquire 
i 


lieve now that the military knowl- 
d by the country at West Point could 
be Praline d be tter and more che aply by encourag- 
ing the study of military science at State institu- 


a 


tions. The southern States in this r spect have 
been much more wise than the northern States. 
Ni arly every southern Stat has est iblishe d mil- 
itary scho ‘Is. Many of the most distinguished 


officers now in the confederate army are graduates 
of military schools in the southern States. If you 


would distribute the $200,000, the annual cost of 


West Point Academy, among the colleges in the 
different States, you would have a large number 
of experienced officers educated every year with- 
out any great expense to the Government. 

i think I have said enough to justify my vote 
against the passage of the bill, without impeach- 


} . 
cuara 


ing thi ter or integrity or capacily of any 
of the officers of the Army. 

Mr, DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, if I under- 
stand the effect of a vote to defeat this bill, it 
is to leave the existing law as it now stands. I 


shall vote against the bill, not that I am entirely 


satisfied with the law as it exists. My opinion 


is that we should draw upon the experience of 


the greatest military nation of the present time, 


the experience of France; that at least two thirds 
of those who go into our Army ought to go in 
from the ranks—begin as corporals, then as ser 
geants, then as heutenar 


its: and about one third 
of them should go into the Army from the public 
military schools. 
of France. It 


themselves 


Such, | believe, is the system 
great effect to the soldiers 
to know that if one 


fives 
of them can be 
chosen acorporal he is put on the roll of pro- 
moti The idea that if a man goes into the 
ranks he never can be promoted, is, in my judg- 
ment, drawn from the aristocratic notions of Eng- 
land, not 


yn 


from the more democratic notions of the 
army of the French. Sull, | believe, sir, that 
there Is avery great advantage to be derived from 
keeping up our military school at West Point. I 
believe it is the hest military school in*the world 
to-day; and I believe the information which is 
ol there is of the very highest charaeter, 
and is absolutely necessary for the efficiency of 
the Army. What I would destroy, if I had it in 
my power, Is its exclusiveness and its aristocratic 
tendencies, growing out of the fact that all ap- 
poilntments into the Army must come through that 
school, Ll would democratize the Army by mak- 





tained 


ing at least two thirds come up from the ranks, 
hye winning with the corporal, and coming from the 


corporal up to the sergeant, and then up to the 
commissioned officer. If Lam correctly informed, 
it was because Napoleon came into the army from 
the school as a lieutenant, without ever having 
been a corporal or a sergeant in the ranks, that 
he was dubbed * the littl corporal’? by the sol- 
diers of the army after the battle at Lodi. Thi 
soldiers were willing to recognize him as beitig in 
the regular line of promotion when he had won 
a victory like that, and they then called him ** the 
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little corporal,’’ and afterwards, I believe, after 


some other battle, they dubbed him as sergeant. 
Then he was in the regular line of promotion; he 
had come up from the bottom. 

Mr. President, I shall not go into a discussion 
of this question now. I simply say, at this stage, 
to the honorable chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, that in my judgment the best 
reform that can be introduced is by law to enact 
that two thirds of the officers in the Army shall 
come up from the ranks through regular promo- 
tion, from corporal to sergeant, and then to com- 
missioned officer, and the other one third come in 
from the school. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, if I understood 
the Senator from Wisconsin aright, he was sin- 
gularly unfortunate in the instance which he quoted 
to the Senate. Napoleon did not come up from 
the ranks. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I stated that he did not 
up from the ranks. He came in through 
the school, and wasa lieutenant without ever hav- 


come 
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ing been a corporal or a sergeant; but in consid- | 


eration of the glorious victory he won at Lodi, 
the army then dubbed him ‘* the litle corporal,”’ 
and subsequently called him sergeant. 

Mr. PEARCE. Then, sir, | pass that over. 
The Senator said Napoleon had come up from the 
bottom, and I thought he meant that he had not 
been educated at a military school. However, I 
rose to correct what I supposed micht bean error 
on the part of the Senator in another particular. 
He seems to assume thatitis not possible for owe 
who enters the Army as a private ever to rise to 
be If he thinks so, he is 
mistaken. I think it is about eight years since 
Congress passed an act by which the President 
was authorized, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, to confer the brevet of second 
upon such meritorious non-commis- 
sioned officers as might be found qualified, upon 
an eXamination bya 


7 


a commissioned officer. 


lieutenant 


promotion; and there have been several such in- 
stances recently within my knowledge—lI do not 
say during the last six months, but certainly dur- 
ing the last eighteen months—where the parties 
were personally known to me. 

Mr. CLARK. The Senator will allow me to 
state that it has been done within two or three 
months. 

Mr. PEARCE. Ihave no doubt of the fact, 
though I do not know the parties who have been 
so promoted. This law, fairly and faithfully ad- 
ministered, seems to me to hold out the necessary 
reward to the private soldier. I should certainly 
notapprove ofa rule which required only one third 
of our officers to be educated for the Army, and 
took the larger amount of two thirds from the un- 
educated privates. I do not know that I shall be 
quite satisfied to vote for this bill, because I sup- 
pose the officers who will be graduated at West 
Pointunder it will scarcely be competentto assume 


military board, worthy of 


commands before this war, which now creates the | 
demand for so many officers, will have terminated; | 


and if the war is to continue four years longer, we 


shall be unable to pay appropriations for the sup- | 
port of West Point, or any other establishment of | 


Government, I think, unless the expenditures of 
the Army and Navy shall be made upon a very 
different scale from the present. No nation that 


did endure such enormous burdens of expendi- 
ture as ours. Less than four years of such ex- 
penditure would inevitably plunge the Govern- 
mentand people into bankruptcy. 
period the war may terminate, there must be a 
vast reduction of the Army, and I think that we 
shall not then require these additional cadets. For 
myself, sir, whether the war be ended in four 
years or four months, | wish to see the Army re- 


duced to a very moderate establishment. I do not | 
say that I would restrict it to the precise number | 


allowed by law before these unhappy dissensions 
involved us in a war so vast; but [ would cer- 
tainly keep it down to a very low figure. I believe 
that standing armies, though they have been said 
to be the pillars of the State in time of war, are 
just as universally admitted to be the caterpillars 
of the State in time of peace. I rather think that 
this remark applies ever: now. 

But, sir, if we are to have an army, I desire that 
it be commanded by educated officers. 
isfied that stupidity is not the result of a good 
education in any institution any more than at the 


I am sat- | 








Military Academy, where the instruction is thor- 
ough, the discipline strict, and the necessity of 
study is insisted upon. The stupidity, or want of 
common sense, which is said to have marked an 
officer who graduated ninth in his class, could no 
more have been the-fault of the institution than 
of any supposed Beotian atmosphere surround- 
ing West Point. Stupid leds sometimes get to 
West Point as cadets, but they are almost certain 
to be dismissed from it for want of proficiency 
before graduation. Men of talents may be defi- 
cientofcommon sense. They may readily acquire 
knowledge in the different branches of study 
which they pursue at the academy, and even dis- 
tinguish themselves as scholars, and yet may not 
have the tact, the practical sagacity, and the mil- 
itary spirit necessary to make a good soldier. 
That ladmit. Great military genius is not indeed 
the offspring of education, which may develop 
and improve, but does not create it. It is like all 
great abilities, the giftof Heaven. But I had sup- 
posed that proficiency in the profession of arms 
was to be acquired by study as in any other art. 
Supposing, then, the cadets to be taken, as will 
readily be seen to be the case, fairly from the 
youth of the country, they must be better qualified 
to perform the duties of their profession after dil- 
igent study of it, under competent instructors, 
than if they were brought into the Army without 
previous instruction, and when the time for action 
was at hand, were left to acquire in the field the 
knowledge which should have been stored up dur- 
ing a military apprenticesbmp. I think that the 
value of the Military Acudemy has been amply 
demonstrated in the field. 1 am, therefore, for 
preserving it and maintaining it at the highest 
standard. I doubt, however, whether it is neces- 
sary or advisable to increase the number of cadets 
now or perhaps hereafter. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 did not wish to be un- 
derstood as not being in favor of having educated 
officers. I desire to have about one third of them 
that have been educated at the military school, 
and the other two thirds that have been educated 
in the field and have come up from the ranks, in 
order to give hope of promotion to every soldier 
in the ranks of the Army. Itis that which gives 
such power and efficiency to the French army, in 
my opinion; and I think if the same system were 
adopted here in our Army, it would be better than 
itis now. I did not say that it was not possible 
for a soldier from the ranks to be appointed to an 
office and to hold a commission asan officer. He 
may be appointed, he sometimes is appointed, 


from the ranks; but we know how those appoint- 
| ments usually are made. I would prefer that our 
| officers should be educated in the field or educated 
| in the school—one or the other; and for the sake 


of the soldiers, and to put life and vigor into the 
whole corps, | would desire to hold out the hope 
of promotion to every soldier in the ranks of the 
Army, that he might come up and get his com- 
mission. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the Committee 


| on Military Affairs, I think unanimously, reported 


this bill in compliance with a recommendation of 
the Secretary of War. It is evident that a large 
portion of the Senate, probably a majority, are 
opposed to its passage. I do not, under present 


|| circumstances, rise for the purpose of pressing it 
now exists, or that history records, can or ever || 


At whatever | 


} 


to a vote, or of urging its passage. [ am willing, 
upon one ground, to abandon this bill, as Tam 
willing to abandon many other measures that I 
believe in, in the present exigency of the country. 
We are drifting into bankruptcy. I think that 


| within the next ten days this Congress should pass 
‘a billlaying a tax of §100,000,000 or $150,000,000; 


and at the carliest practical moment, we should 


| pass a bill reducing the salaries of all officers in 
| the civil, military, and naval service of the coun- 


try to the lowest possible point. I am ready to 
vote a tax upon the people; I am ready to vote 
for a reduction of salaries; and to throw off every 


‘item of expenditure that can now be thrown off. 


90Nn 


Therefore, upon the ground of economy, and u 
it 


that only, I am willing to abandon this bill. 


| be put upon the ground that has been urged that 
| the institution at West Point has been the nursery 


of treason, that it has educated a class of officers 


| disloyal to the country, or a class of officers that 


are not fit for the positions that have been assigned 
them, I shall not vote against the bill on that 
ground. 

The Senator 


from Kansas is opposed to West 
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Point officers because of the mode of their appoint- 
ment, and because there is no board of examina- 
tion. Well, sir, everybody knows that the plan 
ofappointmentis defective, but Congress has never 
yet had the wisdom to devise a plan to improve 
that mode of appointment, and I should like the 
Senator from Kansas to give us a plan. Ifhe can 
devise one let him give it to the Senate and the 
country. The objection that he makes in regard 
to the officers of a want of brains, may apply to 
the Presidency, to the Senate, and to the House 
of Representatives. 

The Senator from Wisconsin desires that a 
large portion shall be appointed from the ranks. 
Well, sir, the theory is a beautiful one; it Is a 
democratic theory. But how is itin practice? The 
present Secretary of War, influenced by that sen- 
timent, undertook to inaugurate that policy in re- 
gard to the eleven regiments authorized at the last 
session of Congress, and I say here to-day that it 
has utterly failed. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The regiments have failed. 

Mr. WILSON. The regiments have failed to 
a great extent. Of the twenty-six thousand au- 
thorized by the bill, about seven or eight thousand 
have been raised; but what has been the fact in 
regard to those second lieutenants that were to be 
selected out of the ranks? The result has been 
that favorites have been put into the ranks for a 
day or two, and then made officers. [How? 
Through their friends, who, in the service, hac 
control of that matter. Such a power will be 
abused anyhow; and as the Senator from Iowa 
has demonstrated here to-day, by a reference to 
the record, and no one can doubt, that if our ap- 

ointments had been made from the country at 
ime our Army would have been more disloyal 
than it has been. What loyalty you have had in 
your Army during the last few years has grown 
out of the fact that the officers came mainly and 
chiefly from West Point, and that they went into 
West Point by the appointmentof Representatives 
representing the sentiments of the people of the 
country, and that the officers of the Army were 
not made up by Jefferson Davis and by John B. 
Floyd and the men who are now in treason against 
the country. Instead of West Point adding to the 
Army of the United States men disloyal to the 
country, I believe that that institution has trained 
and given to the Army of the country men gener- 
ally who are more loyal than the section of coun- 
try from whence they came; and to-day many of 
the noblest, bravest, and best men in the service 
of the country were educated at West Point and 
came from States now in rebellion against the 
Union. I think we had better abandon that kind 
of opposition to West Point; but, sir, standing to- 
day upon the doctrine that this nation is in peril, 
that we need means to carry on this war against 
the gigantic rebellion arrayed against us, that we 
must puta large direct tax on the country, that 
we must raise revenue from every source whence 
revenue can be derived, that we must reduce our 
own salaries and the salaries of men engaged in 
the civil and military service of the country, Iam 
willing to let this bill fall, to allow West Point to 
remain as it now is; and on that ground I shall 
not press the passage of the bill. *- 

Mr. NESMITH. If this were an original ques- 
tion looking to the establishment of the Military 
Academy at West Point, or one of a similar char- 
acter, the argument of economy which has been 
presented by Senators would have very great 
weight with me; but inasmuch as it is not, inas- 
much as the institution is already established, 
inasmuch as the buildings are there, and the pro- 
fessors are there and are paid, and all the para- 
phernalia necessary to the carrying on of a perfect 
course of education at that school exist to-day, I 
am opposed now to curtailing the efficiency of the 
school by refusing to appoint cadets there. The 
Senator from lowa has, I think, very satisfactorily 
demonstrated that the passage of this bill will but 
very slightly increase the expenses of the Gov- 
ernment. 

The argument is presented here that this war is 
about to close, and that we are to require no fur- 
ther military discipline or education. When Sen- 
ators shall succeed in convincing me that the mil- 
lennium is about to approach, and that we shall 
have no further use for an Army, then, I think it 
will be ample time to dispense with the idea of 
educating officers for the military service. How- 
ever well men may be trained in the field, and | 
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| and extensive as the human race. 
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however well they are being trained in the field, 
we know that there is a want of engineering and 
other sciences connected with the different corps 
of the Army, and that that cannot be obtained in the 
field. I apprehend that the few young men who 
will be graduated at West Point under the pro- 
visions of this bill will not be more than sufficient 
to keep up the scientific corps of the Army upon 


| any peace establishment which we may hereafter 
\l} have. We do know that the greatest military 
| power of modern days has proceeded in the edu- 


cation of its officers upon the same principle that 
we proceed in educating them at West Point. We 
do know that they have fine military schools in 
France, patroniz d, supported, and sustained by 


| the Government, at which they graduate their ofhi- 
|cers. We do know that they have the very best 


officers in the world. I think that we can improve 


| upon their experience. It is fallacy and nonsense 


to suppose that a man who has been bred to a civil 
profession is, all at once, by having a pair of epau- 


| lets placed upon his shoulders, made an accom- 
| plished officer. Men do not catch the military 
|| science by inspiration, neither do they catch it as 
| they do the small-pox or the measles. They must 


be educated to it, and West Point or some similar 
institution is necessary to enable them to obtain 
that education. 

The Senator from Kansas remarked, as an 
objection to the institution, that men were grad- 
uated there who were deficient in common sense. 
That is a deficiency I believe about as prevalent 
We know that 
| there are as many safeguards thrown around West 
Point, and around the classes who graduate there, 
| as around almost any other condition of society. 
| We know that there are annual examinations. 
Men may sometimes, I suppose, be endowed with 
remarkable and extraordinary talents, and have 
the power of acquiring all the arts and sciences, 
and still be deficient in what is generally known 
| as common sense; but if they have the military 
education, that makes up for one deficiency. Men 
are selected from civil Jife and placed in high com- 
| mand who are entirely destitute of military edu- 
cation and common sense both. We have illus- 
trations of itevery day. Men have been selected 
frorn civil life who have neither military education 
nor common sense; and if one of these deficien- 
cies can be remedied, if, by the passage of this 
| bill, and the increase of the expenditures of the 
| Government to the extent of the few thousand 
| dollars which the Senator from lowa has demon- 
| strated, the deficiency of military education will 

be removed, then, I suppose, to carry out the idea 
| of the Senator from Kansas, we should establish 

a professorship of common sense in the institu- 
| tion. J suppose that men are graduated there 
who are stupid; we find them in all the walks of 
| life; but itis not an objection to the institution 
itself. I do not know where to place the objec- 
tion. It may be, perhaps, in the examining offi- 
cers; it may bein the selection of the members of 
Congress, or it may be with God Almighty who 
created the men. 

But the argument of treason, which has been 
brought against officers educated at West Point, 
is the most astonishing argument that I have ever 
heard presented here orelsewhere. Sir, the present 
wide-spread treason which pervades this country 
| has not been confined to any particular profession. 

It has pervaded all ranks and allclasses. It was 

| incubated, it had its inception, right here in the 

seats of this Chamber in which we stand. If you 

| are going to abolish West Point because officers 

who graduate there*turn traitors, you had better 

| abolish the Senate, because you had some traitors 
in it. 

I say the reason does not apply. Treason has 

pervaded all ranks and all grades of society. It 


| States than it has been here. 
pervaded the pulpit; we know it has pervaded the 
politicians; we know it has pervaded the legal 
profession, and has extended to every class of 
individuals. 
the Army, and to this institution, to bring the 
charge of treason against them specially. Our 

| Officers have conducted themselves with the great- 


est fidelity to thisGovernment. There may be ex- | 


ceptions among them, as there are in all classes; 
but, as a general rule, we do know that the men 
who have distinguished themselves in this war, 
or a majority of them, have been graduates of 








is true it has been more prevalent in the southern | 
We know it has | 


I think it is unjust to the officers of 
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West Point. Wedo know that there are facilities 
offered there for obtaining an education that there 


are notelsewhere. Iam no particular advocate 
or defender of West Point; I never saw the place 
in my life; I never had a friend or relative i 
and I never « Xpect to have; but in view of the 
necessity of giving men a good and fair military 
“education in order to conduct successfully a cam- 
paign, I am in favor of perpetuating the institu- 
tion, and in favor of the passage of this bill. 
Now, sir, the argument of economy is a very 
plausible one, and I indorse all that has been 
said by the distinguished chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs on that subject. I 
would go for curtailing the expenditures of the 
Government wherever there could properly be a 
curtailment; and I would go further; | would go 
for curtailing the thieving. I was pleased this 
morning when | heard the announcement from 
the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Have} 
that he intended to introduce a bill for the pro- 
tection of the Treasury. I think, sir, we have 
more to fear from improper, obscure, and unseen 
leaks than we have from the public appropriation 
bills which pass this body. We have to-day the 
gratifying spectacle of half a million of men in 
arms in the field engaged, desirous and anxious 
to vindicate the laws and protect the Constitution 
We have on the other hand the melancholy spec- 
tacle of halfa million of men, more or less, desir- 
ous and anxious to steal somethin®. [Laugh- 
ter.] Yes,sir, they want to steal something; and 
they are not confined to the lower grades; they 
are not confined to any particular grade. Like this 
wide-spread system of treason, they pervade every 
rank of society, from the highest to the lowest; 
and I believe that there are to-day men high in 
office, high in position in this Government, who 
are coining the life’s blood and patriotism of this 
country into filthy dollars to putinto their pockets. 
I believe there are such men high in the confi- 
dence of this Government. If you do not believe 
it, read the reports that have emanated from the 
investigating committee of the other House. Cast 
your eye over the country; see what is being done; 
see how contracts are being let; see who are the 
favored few who are executing them,and then you 
will have some idea of what is becoming of the 
money of the country. 


ere, 


|| The people of this country have stepped forth 


| with a liberality and magnanimity unparalleled in 
| the history of the world to advance money; and 
| what has become of it? The money has been 
absorbed, and nothing has been done; the money 
| has been stolen and squandered; and I believe to- 
day that one half the appropriations made for the 
| prosecution of this war have been stolen by men 
|| who are in office, and hangers on, and contractors 
I would be in favor of applying as stringent a 
rule in this direction as 1 would in any other; 
and I would be in favor of the application of that 
| efficient remedy which Napoleon discovered, and 
that is to elevate fraudulentcontractors, and swin 
|| dling, speculating, and peculating officers by the 
|| neck. Thatis the way to put an end to it; and 
|| you will never do it by the civil power of this 
| Government. If you talk about economy, do not 
| make it applicable to a little appropriation for the 
education of a few young men for the service of 
the country, but putthe knife to the right source; 
cut off the thieves from the Treasury, and there 
will be no trouble then about the appropriations 
Mr2sHALE. Mr. President, I am pleased with 
|| the remarks that have been made by the Senato: 
from Oregon; but I am disappointed, and, if h: 
will allow me to say, dissatisfied with the result to 
which he comes. I sympathize entirely with the 
| remarks which he has made about the frauds that 
have been committed upon the public Treasury, 
about the army that is waiting to advance on the 
enemy, and the army that is waiting to advance on 
the Treasury; but | tell you the army that has 
made war on the Treasury has made a very bril- 
liant campaign of it. [Laughter.] It has been one 
| series of triumphs, and they have ! 


beaten always. 
I confess that from a recent visit to the North, 
where public virtue stands no loweryto say the 
least, than it does in other parts of the country, 
have been pained and mortified beyond endurance 
to learn how the generous confidence with which 
this people have furnished men and poured out 
money has been abused and trampled upon. It 
| beats all credulity. 1 stand here to-day to say— 
|} and I say it with shame and humiliation, and I 
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would to God that the necessity did not exist for 
me to say it—that some of the highest officers of 
your Government are not exempt from the cen- 


on those guilty of these 
‘Treasury. [** Put them 
{ have not the power to put them out. l 
would be ready, and | am not certain that the time 
has not come for it; [am willing to vote for it; 4 
am anxious to vote for an act which shall punish 
with death a deliberate fraud upon the public Treas- 
yin time of war, when the nation is bleeding at 
every pore, and patriotism is taxing itself to its 
utmost to sustain the Army in defense of the Con- 
stitution. I say, deliberately, | would punish any 
man who would perpetrate a deliberate fraud upon 
the Treasury of such a people at such a time with 
death; and I think the country will have to come 
to that. I say that such a man is unfit to live 
under the privileges and the opportunities which 
belong to such a country as ours, and to such a 
Government as 


sure which oughtto tlie "f 
frauds upon the public 


iS 
Out. 


ury 


ours. 


But, sir, this general talk amounts to nothing, 


if, when we come to the practical application of | 


the doctrine, we say ‘‘this is a small thing; we 


will not apply economy here; wi will pass some 


hundred or two thousand dollars more for West | 


Point—that is but a trifle.’’ Itis true it is only a 
trifle; but then there will be another bill coming up 
for the Naval Academy, and that will be a trifle; 
and then my friend from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Witson] last session gave some honorary pro- 
motions and brevet ranks to some officers that in- 
creased their compensation only a trifle; and then 
my other honored friend from Maine [Mr. Fes- 
SENDEN] with force and cloquence advocated and 
carried a hill increasing the compensation of the 
revenue officers—it was only a trifle; and in that 
way, on every hand, we have gone on—excellent 
prea hers upon ( conomy and very poor expcri- 
menters. 

Now, sir, I am against increasing the West 
Point Academy; [ am against increasing the Na- 
val Academy; and I am for enlisting in that home 
guard, if to do nothing else, that shail protect the 
Treasury of the United States from public plun- 
der. I tell you, sir, this has become a matter of 
necessity; and if we do not do it soon we shall 
have no Treasury to protect, no country to de- 
fend. Sir, I will welcome anything under heaven 
which should awaken this people—excuse me, I 
believe the people are more awake than the Gov- 
ernment—anything that shall wake up this Gov- 


ernment in all its branches to the importance of 


the issue in which we are engaged, and the neces- 
sity of the means to which we must resort. I 
hope that taxes will be laid—one hundred and 
fifty or two hundred millions of dollars. I think 
nothing short of that should be laid. The crisis 
of the hour has come; the crisis of this country’s 
history is about to culminate; and we are about 
to demonstrate to the world whether or not we 
can maintain a free Government. We cannot 
maintain it, and we ought not to maintain it, if 
we are as corruptas the practices upon our Treas- 
ury would lead one to believe; if public corruption 
has become so general, and the public conscience 


has become so callous that the things which are | 


daily practiced before our eyes can be practiced 
and tolerated by this people and this Government. 
Look, gir, at the report to which the honorable 
Senator from Oregon has referred. I tell you that 
the facts which have been disclosed by that com- 
mittee are such as ought to make every member 
of the Senate and of the House of Representatives 
hang his head in shame. Such things are exposed, 
spread out to the light of heaven and earth, and 
men see them; and what do they? They say: 
** Well, it is too bad; it is not right; Ido not 
blame you for talking so;”’ but, sir, is anything 
done? Has anything been done to purge this 
Governmentof the menthatare feeding themselves 


cessionists on the other side of the Potomac, but 


upon the public plunderers on this side; and I call 
upon the Senate, I call upon every man who thinks 
we have got a Government and a country worth 
defending, to see to it that we defend it from foes 
that are striking more deadly blows than any that 
have been received in any of the disasters which 
have befallen our arms at Ball’s Bluff or Bull Run. 

Sir, I did not mean to be led off into this train 
of remark; but some of the remarks made by my 
friend from Oregon—and I was glad to hear them— 
and by others, have called it out. Acting on the 
principle which | have stated, without indorsing 
anything at all that has been said against West 
Point or in favor of it, I shall go against this bill 
increasing the number of cadets there, and I shall 
go for every measure that looks in the slightest 
degree to any reformation in this behalf. 

The honorable Senator has suggested that we 


ought to pass a bill reducing all salaries. I agree | 


to that, sir; and we ought to levy a tax thatshall 
put to the test the patriotism of this people. Iam 
willing, from my narrow means, to be taxed as 
liberally as you desire, and | believe the country 
are willing to be taxed; butthey ask that the means 
which they give to you with such a lavish hand 


| Shall not be appropriated as they have been appro- 


| priated heretofore. 


I hope the Government will 
wake up, and | hope this Congress will wake up 
to some mode or some manner to vindicate them- 
selves and vindicate the integrity of the Govern- 
ment from the assaults that have been made upon 
it. In accordance with the notice I gave this morn- 
ing, L intend myself, if nobody else of more abil- 
ity undertakes to do it, to introduce a bill, ata very 
early day, which shall makea deliberate fraud upon 
this Government in time of war, punishable, if not 
with death, which I think it ought to be—some- 
body, however, has suggested to me that that 
would be going too far; 1t would create too great 
a demand upon our finances for hemp to introduce 
such a measure [laughter]—but if we do not do 
that, I think it ought to be made a punishable 
offense, making them work at hard labor in the 
State prison; but I do not want to pursue this 
subject now. 

[ understand my friend from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Sumner] intends, at no very distant day, to 
submit his views on maritime rights. I may take 
occasion at that time to say something myself on 
that subject, and in connection with that subject 


| some practical references to our condition at the 


| it is at home; itis amongst ourselves and amongst | 


| one, am not scared. 


present time in relation to some recent action of 
this Government. I am not going to censure the 
Government for any well-meant effort, though l 
may differ from it. Though I think they may 
have made a mistake wide as it is possible, yet 
wherever I see honesty of purpose and patriotic 
intention, there I support the Government and the 
Administration, each and every member of it, 
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| Officers, and average the aggregate incomes of any 
| one other profession among the numbers of thot 


profession, and you will find the salaries of your 
officers are vastly more liberal than those of any 


| other profession; their income islarger. Let them 


educate themselves. If you will make the avenues 


| to your commissions not through a close corpo- 


ration, as itis now, but throw them open to merit, 
and submit the great work of military education 
to private enterprise, as every other branch of 
education is, you will have ten men educated for 
the Army where you have one educated now. 
Sir, ] have a boy of my own. Ido not think he 
will ever follow the profession of arms. I do not 
know anything about it. I would be very glad to 
have him receive the physical training which a 
military education gives while he is obtaining a 


| scientific education; and if [ could have him edu- 


cated at such a school as I believe West Point is, 
instead of taxing the Government $590 a year, I 
would pay $590 a year to secure him that educa- 
tion; and Lam nota solitary instance. There are 
abundance of families everywhere who would do 
the same. 

And yet, sir, Ido not mean to make any war 
upon the past history of the military school at 
West Point. I believe it has done a brave work 
for the country. It has furnished an expensive 
kind of education at a time when too many who 
desired and deserved such an education were un- 
able to command it. It is no longer the condition 
of the country. Boys who desire and deserve 
these educations can now command them, and will 
do so. 

It was said the other day by the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Suerman] that the tendency of the 
school at West Point, as he believed, was to pro- 
duce martinets instead of soldiers. I think the 
Senator was mistaken. Such is not the tendency 
of that school. That sometimes martinets are 
produced instead of soldiers, may be very readily 
granted; but they are produced in spite of the 
tendencies, and not in accordance with the tend- 


| encies of that school, Every system of education 


produces superficial, inefficient scholars. I once 


| heard of a very ingenious Vermonter—I suppose 


| white ash rakes with every tooth pinned in. 


he must have been a very ingenious man—who 
invented a machine of which it was said you could 
feed it with hemlock brush and it would turn out 
I 
I do not 


never saw the machine in operation. 


| undertake to dispute the story; but I undertake 


to say this: that no ingenious man has ever in- 
vented a system of education which you could 
feed with fools and from which you could turn out 
masters of arts. You get martinets in your mil- 


| itary school because you send ninnies there. You 
| have a right to expect them. 


yielding my humble judgment to the greater wis- || 


dom of those who have acted. But, sir, we are 


in critical times; we are in perilous times; and the || 
| danger is not over the river; itis not in secession; 


our own people. 


Mr. HOWE. 


heard denounced here, and after all the calamities 
I have heard the country threatened with, I, for 
I am going to vote against 


this bill. I am going to vote against it because I 


Mr. President, I want to say || 
just on this occasion that after all the evils I have 


believe the military profession to be one of the | 


| the Government as any other. 


| Sion, 


luxuriantly and fraudulently upon the very life- || 


blood of the nation? 
to purge this Government itself of treason and 
traitors, and thieves and robbers? But very little; 
and I tell you, sir, the public will not stand it, and 
they oughy notto stand it. If these things go on, 
there will be a rebellion in the loyal States worse 
than there’ ever was in those which are now in 
rebellionagainstthisGovernment; and there ought 
tobe. They will not stand it; and they ought 
not to stand it; and I say, for one, that, in my 
humble sphere, and with such ability as God has 
given me, I declare war to-day, not upon the se- 


Has anything been done | 
|| your families? 
| educate your doctors. 


most honorable and most lucrative professions 


known to our people, as eagerly sought after as | 
any other, as tenderly indulged and fostered by | 


In saying this, I 
give you what is my fundamental reason for say- 
ing that the Government ought not to assume the 


burden of educating its candidates for that profes- | 


You say it is animportantone. Admit it. 
Is not that profession important to which you 
submit the health and the lives of yourselves and 


Is not that profession an 
important one to which you submit the care and 
cure of your souls? But the Government does 
noteducate your ministers. Is not that profession 
an important one to which you submit the care 
and preservation of your purses, dearer to many 
of you than your bodies and souls both? But 


|| the Government does not educate your lawyers. 
Average the sums which the Government dis- 
burses among its officers upon the number of your 


But the Government does not | 


I do not vote against this bill, therefore, because 
I underrate the services which that academy has 
rendered to the country heretofore. Isay to-day, 
sir, if we had an extra class, and an average class 
of West Point graduates, with which to supply 
commands for our Army, if | had at my control 
the resources of the country, I would pay a million 
of dollars for them to day; but we have not got 
them, and we cannot get them. 

Nanglo I vote against the bill because traitors 


| have been found in the ranks of those who have 


been educated at that academy. They did not 
learn treason there, it has been well said here, and 
I will not repeat it. 

Nor, sir, do I vote against this bill because the 
Governmentcannotafford the sum of money which 
it would cost to its Treasury. I beg leave to say 
in answer to what has fallen from the chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs, that I do not 


_ believe our country is drifting into bankruptcy. 





| to be paid. 


| country. 


Sir, we are expending a great deal of money, 
but the purpose for which we are investing it 18 
worth an unlimited sum more than anything we 
have spent or we propose to spend; and how are 
we expending it? The Government is disbursing 
$500,000,000 to the people. There is some interest 
It is to be paid to the people, and 
the people are not likely to be bankrupted by any 
such process as that. You talk about a tax of 
$150,000,000, and a tax of $200,000,000, as if it 
was going to astound, to stupefy the people of this 
While you are disbursing $500,000,000 
among the people, do you not suppose they can 
return $200,000,000 to you? But youare disburs- 
ing that for the services and for the provisions 
which’are rendered to the Governmentitself. Al 
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the other branches of industry are in full activity, 


and all the more active because of the exertions 


the Government is making. | Ra 
Nor am I going to vote against this bill for that 


other most extraordinary reason which has been 


somchow brought into this debate, though it does 


not seem to be pertinent to it, and that,is, that 
your Treasury is being plundered. 


have a favor to ask of my associates upon this 
floor. lam notgoing to take issue with that state- | 


ment; God knows it is too true. But I am goimg 


to ask as a special favor to my feelings, if not to | 


the feelings of the country, that the thing shall not 
be mentioned again here unul it comes in ina 
‘legitimate shape. When ‘the Senator from New 


Hampshire brings in his bill of pains and penal- | 


ties, and proposes to inflict them upon these harpies 


and plunderers, then point out the men to us; but 
while we sit here, one branch of the legislative | 
sower of the Government, with the whole cata- 


ogue of penalties in ovr possession, and have not 


yet furnished a bill which imposes the lightest of | 


them all upon any one of these harpies, do not, 
for pity sake, let us taunt the country any longer 
that they are being plundered. When we have 
done our duty; when we have spread upon the 
statute-book an act which confiscates every dol- 
lar that any plunderer is possessed of, and which 
sends him to the State prison during his natural 


life, and sends him to that other place after death, | 


I shall be very happy to have you point the finger 
to the men who are liable to those penalties; and 


if you catch me flinching in imposing every one | 


of them I shall be mistaken in myself, that is all. 
Till that happy day comes, do not let us fling these 
great and monstrous crimes in the faces of the peo- 
ple any more. I take it, the Legislature of the 
people of the United States have not degenerated, 
and are not about to degenerate, into a mere con- 
vention of common scolds. Ifis not any part of 
our business. Men are in public employments, 
wielding high trusts, and dishonestly, you say. 
They ought to be punished. You say they ought 
to be ousted from those trusts. Let it be done; 
but until you have placed upon your statute-book 
some law which punishes adequately such con- 
duct as that, the swarm of officers now gorged will 
be succeeded by another hungry swarm, and you 
only dismiss one crowd to employ another. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the Senator 
from New Hampshire told us that we were good 
at preaching and very poor at practice. | agree 
with that declaration of his. The Senator ar- 
raigned those in the Government of the country 
for corrupt practices. ; 
taken his seat has well said that those who bring 
these charges into the Senate had better make spe- 
cifications. Ido not agree in these general dec- 
larations, made here or elsewhere, of this general 


and universal corruption of the men who are car- | 


rying on the Government of the country. That 
there. are corrupt and dishonest men who have 
charge of the administration of the laws of the 
countsy, | do not doubt. That many of the men 
who are administering the Government are cheat- 
ed, are outwitted, are imposed upon by Govern- 
ment contractors, there can be no doubt. And 
what is true of the Federal Government is more 
true of the States. Why, sir, we all remember 


The Senator who has just | 





| of the nation, have corrected many of those abuses, 
And now | || 


| sembled came together imbued by the loftiest sen- 


| this Administration, in this crisis of our country, 
just as 1 would deal towards a Democratic ad- 


| country in this crisis. 


o- 


when this controversy opened,and the States were || 


called upon to send mtn for the defense of the 
capital of the country, that those ninety days’ men 
came here poorly clothed, poorly armed, and poor- 
ly provided for, and that there went out all over 
this country a cry of condemnation of the Gov- 


to-day against the Secretary of the Navy. 


ernors of the States of the Union for thus allow- || 


ing their soldiers to be imposed upon. 
that cry of the people, under those rebukes, the 
Executives of the States made improvements in 
every respect, and most of the soldiers that have 
come into the field, armed, clothed, and equipped 
by the States during the last four or five months, 
have come into the field well armed, well equipped, 
well clothed, and well provided for. Sir, 1 say 
here to-day that there is not an army on theearth 
living so luxuriously, so well fed, so well clothed, 
so well housed and cared for as the two hundred 
thousand men here, composing the army of the 
Potomac. 


When this great contest commenced we of the 


Under | 


States and we of the Federal Government entered |] 


upon it with little or no experience. Articles 


necessary properly to equip, to clothe, to fit for 
the field this vast farce summoned to the defense 


\ 


| obedience to the will of the people, we gave the i 


| the purest and most honest men that ever filled a 
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of the country did not exist, and in the early 
organizations the soldiers were cheated and out- || 
rageously imposed upon, | think, under the expe- | 
rience of the last few months, the rebukes admin- 
istered by the public to those who administer the 
governments of the States and the Government 


and I think there are fewer of them to-day than 
at any other period in the history of this contest. 

The Senator from New Hampshire referred to | 
our acts of liberality and confidence at the extra | 
session of Congress. Sir, the Congress then as- | 


timents of devotion to the periled country. In 


Government halfa million of men and hundreds | 
of millions from the public Treasury. We gave 

without stint men and money. We gave those | 
who administered the Government of the country 
our confidence, and this was generously given by | 
those who brought the Government into power 
and those who had opposed those awho were in 
power. These acts of patriotism, of generosity, 
of high confidence in those who administer the 
Governmentof the country may have been abused. 
I stand not here to defend those in power because 
[ helped to put them in power. I deal towards 


ministration if it were in power. The country is 
to be saved; the country is everything, and parties 
and party organizations are dwarfed into utter in- 
significance beside the duties we now owe our 


1 know there is a loud complaint throughout 
the country of those who are administering the | 
Government in regard to extravagance and cor- 
rupt practices. Why, sir, you can be borne all 
over this country upon a wave of popular mur- 
mur against the Government at this time, and I | 
must say, too, in regard to the men controlling 
the civil and military affairs ofthe country. Much 
of this is just; much of it grossly unjust. It 
springs from that deep disappointment of the || 
people of the country, who have poured out five 
hundred thousand men and hundreds of millions 
of dollars, and who see no results. They see no 
policy in the administration of the country; they 
see no plans; they read of no victories. 

The Senator from Oregon and the Senator from | 
New Hampshire have uttered sentiments that I || 
respond to in regard to those who are cheating 
the Government and the people of this country; 
but | suggest to those Senators, and to all other 
Senators, when they make these arraignments, to 
make specifications. The Senator from New 
Hampshire says he intends to investigate these 
matters; that he means to bring ina bill to punish 
those who are robbing and plundering the public 
Treasury. Well, sir, I will vote for any bill, well 
matured and well guarded, that has that object. 
But it has so happened that | have seen much of 
the administration of the Army and Navy of the 
United States during the last six or seven months, 
and I must confess for myself that, while I have 
seen some things that I do not approve of, and 
condemn, much of the charges made in the public 
press of the country, made among the people and 
repeated here on the floor of Congress, I deem to 
be wholly unjust. 

There is a popular clamor over this country 
I be- 
lieve the present Secretary of the Navy is one of 


public office on this continent. I believe he has 
administered his Department of the Government 
with the single object of doing it for the interests | 
of the country, and doing it economically and hon- 
orably; but, sir, he has made a blunder; he has 
committed a mistake, and he is condemned by the 
popular voice of the country for that act. I, for | 
one, do not and will not justify that act; and yet, | 
sir, | believe upon my conscience here to-day that 
that very arrangement has saved this country 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. I entertain 
upon that question not the shade or the shadow 
of doubt. Suill, upon the face of it, upon the 
record, itlooks bad; it is a bad example; and I do 
not believe any man in this country ought to sanc- 
tion or justify it. 

There are popular complaints made against 
other men who are administering the Government 


| amount of business imposed upon them. 


| we all know he certainly is a good one; 


| the Senate. 


| tucky desire to accomplish, I agree to. 
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them bring facts; let them investigate before they 
| condemn those who are toiling from morning till 


midnight and imperfectly doing the immense 
‘ lam 
not surprised, sir, that the commissary depart- 
ment, the quartermaster’s department, the War 


| office, and many of these departments of the Gov- 


ernment, overwhelmed as they are, and hurried 
as they are by the exigencies of the public ser- 
vice, should be imposed upon; I have no doubt 
many of them have been imposed upon, Neither 
would it be a matter of surprise that under our ex- 
isting laws men who have the expenditure of five, 
six, eight, or ten millions of dollars in six or seven 
months should commit errors and should be im- 
posed upon. 

Mr. GRIMES. Let me ask the Senator, if he 
will permit me, if the laws already on the statute- 
book on this subject are not as stringent as itis 
possible for human ingenuity to make them? 

Mr. WILSON. Well, Mr. President, 1 am 
not a lawyer as the Senator from lowa is, and 
but | 
think we can put upon the statute-book some ad- 
ditional legislation. We had a bill before us at 
the last session. It was found that that bill was 
an impracticable one, and it was abandoned in 
L do not think it ought to be passed 
now; but Ido think that there were provisions in 
that bill that we ean incorporate in a new one. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator will allow 


me, that bill passed both Houses of Congress, 


| and on a letter from one of the heads of the de- 


partments it was defeated in this body. If the 
departments are to defeat bills to reform the de- 
partments, [ think it will be some time before you 
effect a reform. 

Mr. POWELL. I hope the Senator from Muas- 
sachusetts will allow me one word, I have now 
before me the bill which was rejected at the last 
session, to which the Senator has alluded, | 
think if that bill had become a law, many of the 
frauds upon the Treasury, which have been justly 
animadverted upon to-day, would have been pre- 
vented. [examined it anew this morning, and I 
intend, as soon as the subject matter before the 
Senate is disposed of, to call it upand ask its im- 
mediate passage. I know that the Committee on 
the Judiciary gave great care and attention to that 
bill. My friend from Pennsylvania (Mr. Cowan} 
had it in special charge. It passed the Senate 
unanimously and went to the House. It passed 
there, | believe, without objection, and with only 
two verbal amendments, and came back here. ‘The 
Senate concurred instantly in those amendments, 
and thereupon the Quartermaster General sent here 
a letter stating that he could not possibly execute 
it. The vote agreeing to the amendments of the 
House was then reconsidered, and the whole sub- 
ject laid on the table, where it is to-day. I then 
announced to the Senate that the bill we proposed 
to pass was only a terror to public plunderers and 
thieves, and would be the delight of honest men; 
and I can demonstrate that had that bill passed, 
the larger portion of the facts detailed in the re- 
port of the House committee on Government con- 
tracts would have been in open light to any Sen- 
ator or citizen who chose to go and examine the 
record which we proposed by that bill should be 
made. I shall test the sense of the Senate on that 
question as soon as the subject now under coa- 
sideration is disposed of. I shall move to take up 
that bill and to concur in the amendments of the 
House, and let it become a Jaw as soon as the 
President shall approve it. The passage of the 
bill will, in my judgment, go far, very far, to ar- 
rest the Shalasels plunder of the Treasury, which 
the report of the House committee on Govern- 
ment contracts shows to have been going on for 
the last four months. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the object the 
Senator from Illinois and the Senator from Ken- 
Iam will- 
ing to vote for a well-prépared, well-guarded bill, 


| and [ advise those distinguished Senators who are 


so anxious to pass a bill of this character, to con- 
sult the existing laws, to consult those who have 
the administration of those laws, and so frame 


| their bill that it can be carried out as a practical 


measure. Now, sir, the bill alluded to passed 
without much consideration at the last session of 
Congress. General Meigs, who is at the head of 


of the country; but let Senators come into this || the quartermaster’s department of this Govern- 
Chamber and bring their bill here and pass it; let || ment, came here and said that that bill was an 
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impracticable measure; that he 
on the Government if it passed, 


could not carry 
I believed him 


then: I believe him now, and I shall not vote for | 


the bill with its present features; but I believe it 
possible to form a bill that will cure these evils 
and punish the men who may commit frauds on 
the public, and lam ready to vote for such a bill. 


Now, sir, I do not know that anybody in this 


country has charged General Meigs with having 
In any way acted corruptly in the administration 
of his office. I do not believe that he has. He 
] en compelled to expend tens of millions of 
dollars for clothing, for horses, for wagons, for 
various equipments for the Army. His agents 
may have been imposed upon. | believe that some 
of those agents h r been cheated and outwitted 
by contractors, by persons anxious to sell their 


roods and wares to the Government 


his agents may hav ' I am in- 
clined to think that some of them have so acted; 
but I believe that General Meigs has conducted 
his department of the Government with eminent 
ability. Lhave met no man during this war in 
any department of the Government possessing, in 
my judgment, more administrative ability than 
General Meigs; annot vote for a bill 
brought into this Chamber for any object, when 
that distinguished officer comes here and says that 
under that | lminister his depart- 
tofthe Government. Lam willing, however, 
ought to do it, to prepare a bill to 


acted corruptly. 


and, Sir, | c 


it bill he cannot adt 
nic 
and I think we 
punish men who shall commit frauds against the 
Government of the country. 

But, sir, | will not detain t 


re 
fer. 


he Senate any lon- 
lL have said thaton the question of economy, 
in the present exigencies of the country, | am 
willine to let the billunder consideration go upon 
the table; [am willing to abandon it; to leave it 
at any rate 
of Congress, when perhaps we shall see things 
more clearly than we now see them. 

rhe Senator from Wisconsin does not agree in 
1e declaration that this Government is drifting 
ito bankruptcy, or tending in that direction. 


until towards the close of the session 


tI 


- and some of 


He thinks because we are expending four or five | 
| 


undred millions of dollars, paying that money 
out 
to 
money easily 


Senator ha 


to the people, that the people are not going 
bankruptcy, and thatthe Government can raise 
nough. Well, sir, | am glad the 
sso much faith. I think, however, if 
he were at the head of the Treasury Department 
of the Government to-day he would not feel so 
confident that 


because the Government spends 


$500,000,000 a year, therefore it is easy to bring | 


into the Treasury the $500,000,000 to scatter among 
the people through the Treasury. I think, sir, 
that at this ime we should cut off every dollar of 
expenditure that we can dispense with. I think we 
should reduce every salary, from that of the Pres- 
ident of the United States down to the lowest 
persons holding offices under this Government, 
and save every dollar that can be saved to the 
country, and by so doing sustain the credit of our 
country, and carry this nation, if possible, tri- 
umphantly through this war without bankrupting 
the Government, or destroying the currency ofthe 


country, or bankrupting the people of the coun- | 


try. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I 
adjourn, [**Oh no!’’] 
4 ‘he motion was not agre¢ d to. 
Mr. WILSON, I that 
upon the table. 


Several Senators. 


move that the Senate 


move the bill do lie 
Let us vote upon it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope it will not be laid 
upon the table. We have spent two days on this 
bill, and now Iect us vote upon it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion to lay the bill on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. WILSON. I hope the Senator from Illi- 
nois will consent to letthe bill lie onthe table. I 
take it nobody will call it up again; and I thinka 
vote on the yeas and nays will show the fact that 
we have nota quorum here. Wecan letit lie on 
the table, and there are other measures that we 
can act upon to-day. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. My object is to get rid of 
this bill, once and for all; and if we take a vote by 
yeas and nays upon it, we shall dispose of it one 


The motion recurs | 
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it already, and if it goes on the table now, it is 
liable to be called up at the suggestion of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, or any other Senator, 
at any time they think proper to call it up. I 


prefer, therefore, that we should make a final dis- || 


position of it. I am willing, however, to take a 
vote in the other form. We might move to post- 
pone the bill until the 4th of July, 1564, if that 
will suit any better. I think we had better vote 
on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. As the chairman of the 
committee who has charge of the bill requests 
that it should lie on the table, I think we had 
better let it lie on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
call the roll on the passage of the bill. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 12, nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anthony, 
Grimes, Harris, Latham, Nesmith, Rice, Saulsbury, Ten 
Eyck, and Willey—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Chandler.Clark, Collamer, Cowan, Doo- 
little, Fessenden, Foster, Hale, Harlan, Howe, Johnson of 
Tennessee, Kennedy, King, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kan- 
sas, Morrill, Pearee, Pomeroy, Powell, Sherman, Sumner, 
Thomson, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—25. 


So the bill was rejected. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Morats, chief clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a joint resolution (H. R. No. 
26) explanatory ofan act entitled ‘* An act to in- 
crease the duties on tea, coffee, and sugar,’ ap- 
proved the 24th of December, 1861; in which the 
concurrence of the Senate was requested. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message furtherannounced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed an enrolled bill (H. R. 


No. 149) making appropriation for the payment 


of invalid and other pensions of the United States 
for the yearending the 30th of June, 1863; which 
thereupon received the signature of the Vice Pres- 


ident. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


The message further announced that the Presi- 
dent of the United States had approved and signed 
on the 24th of December, 1861, the following acts 
and joint resolution: 

An act (H.R. No. 155) making an appropri- 
ation for gunboats on the western rivers. 

An act (I. R. No. 176) to increase the duties 
on tea, coffee, and sugar. 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 20) expressive 
of the recognition by Congress of the gallant and 
patriotic services of the late Brigadier General 


Nathaniel Lyon, and the officersand soldiers under | 


hiscommand at the battle of Springfield, Missouri. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 
Mr. POWELL. 


| Senate bill No. 43, to prevent and punish frauds 


| that his bill will be just as perfect and efficient | 


on the part of officers intrusted with the making 
of contracts for the Government. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. 


from Kentucky that, from the notice given by the || 


Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. EHlae,] who 
is notnow in his seat, that he is aboutto introduce a 
bill bearing upon the same subject, to punish fraud 
on the Treasury, it is perhaps desirable that we 
should wait until his bill comes in, and then con- 
sider the two propositions together. It may be 


| without being subjected to any of the objections 


which are urged against the practicability of the 

bill mentioned by the Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. POWELL. I will suggest to the Senator 

from Wisconsin that the bill I propose to take up 


was examined with very great care by the Judi- || 


ciary Committee during the extra session, and 
passed this body, [ think, unanimously, and went 
to the House, and after receiving two verbal amend- 
ments, it passed that House, I believe, with great 
unanimity. It came back to the Senate, and the 
Senate instantly concurred in the amendments of 
the House. Thereupon one of the officers of the 
War Department sent a letter to the Senate, or to 
some member of the Committee on Military Af- 


| fairs, announcing his inability to execute the law. 


way or the other. We have spent two days upon || 


A motion was then made and agreed to, to recon- 
sider the vote concurring in the amendments of 
the House, and the bill was laid on the table. My 
object in calling it up to-day is to consider those 
amendments; but if Senators desire time to inves- 


GLOBE. 


Browning, Carlile, Davis, | 


I move to take from the table | 


I suggest to the Senator | 
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|| tigate it, I will make a motion, after the bill shall 
| be called up, to make it the special order for Mon- 
| day or Tuesday next, to suit the convenience of 
Senators. If that should be done, then each Sen- 

| ator can examine it, and prepare such amendments 
as he may think necessary to make it more efficient 
than it is. 

Sir, I conceive that the bill is one of eminently 
practical importance; and I believe, had it been 
passed at last sessidn and become a law, it would 
have prevented four fifths of the enormous frauds 
that have been practiced on this Government since 
that time. It would prevent nine tenths of your 
investigating committees that you raise here from 
day to day. If the bil? had passed and the law 
been faithfully administered, it would have fur- 
nished the evidence to detect those who infracted 
the laws of the land and pilfered the Government. 
Italso provided penalties against faithless officials. 
Why, sir, there was sent to me last night the re- 

| poet of an investigating committee in the lower 

Touse. I have very hurriedly looked over it, and 
have not had time to read it minutely; but really it 
seems to embody villainy, fraud, and theft enough 
to contaminate a nation. I do not believe, my- 
|, self, that the bill will be or can be much improved. 
| So far as the punishment of those who steal from 
the public Treasury is concerned, there is a law 
now on the statute-book, were it executed, that 
punishes such offendersas felons. This bill not 
only provides additional penalties, but it furnishes 
the means by which those who commit frauds in 
their contracts with the Government can be de- 
tected. It will give honest officials, Congress, and 
the country such a record of contracts, such facts 
as will enable them to detect and to punish dis- 
honest officials and fraudulent contractors. 

I hope, then, that the bill will be taken up, and 
as I before suggested, if Senators wish it post- 
poned, I will move, after it is taken up, to make it 
the special order for Monday, Tuesday, or even 
a later day,in order that the Senate may examine 
it, and each Senator may prepare such amend- 

ments as he may think proper to perfect it. I 
| know it is the wish of the whole Senate, and I 

believe of the whole country, to protect the public 

Treasury from these infamous thieves and vul- 

tures who hang around it. This bill has been 
|| most elaborately prepared. I thought when it was 

reported, and I now think, the thanks of the coun- 
|| try are due to the distinguished Senator from 
|| Pennsylvania, for the assiduous manner in which 
|| he labored to perfect it. The Judiciary Committee 
|| had it under consideration some four or five days. 
|| We unanimously reported it, and but for the letter 
|| of General Meigs, it would now have been the 
law of the land. 
|| It is not my purpose to make any assault upon 
|| General Meigs. I know nothing of that distin- 
\eruished gentleman in his official capacity other 
than his reputation as a good officer; but I said 
to the Senate, when his letter was read, that } be- 
lieved he wholly misconceived the bill. He said 
| it could not be executed. In my judgment ghere 
never was any difficulty in its execution. I think 
the distinguished head of-that bureau, General 
| Meigs, misconceived the bill utterly. That he is 
| a competent and honest gentleman I do not gain- 
|| say; but I domot, and did not, and so stated in 
| my place in the Senate at the time, believe his rea- 
| sons were such as should have caused the defeat 
| of the bill. The Senate, however, thought differ- 
ently, and the bill was laid on the table. | hope, 
| however, that the Senate will now take it up; and 
if any gentleman wishes it postponed to a further 
|| day, I will make that motion with very great 

)leasure. 

'| Mr. WILSON. If Senators desire to take it 
| up in order to postpone it until, say a week from 
'| this day, I shall be very willing to agree to that. 
| I want time to consider it. E 

|| Mr. POWELL. I will make that motion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Before the motion is put, 

I wish to say a word or two, for the simple rea- 
| son that 1 took a very decided part in defeating 
|| the bill at the last session. I did it on consulta- 
|| tion with the head of the department referred to, 
'| General Meigs, and on the assurance which he 
| gave me, in which [ placed the most implicit reli- 
| ance, that the bill was of such a character that if 
it became a law it would entirely prevent him from 
carrying on his department successfully. 1 had 


j 


then entire confidence in his integrity of purpose 
and in his judgment. My confidence in him indi- 









we 'v 


Oo = = 








1862. 





vidually is not diminished in either of those par- 
ticulars: but at the same time it is quite obvious 
that one opinion that he expressed was an incor- 
rect one, and that was, that the laws were such 
as if executed in good faith would enable the de- 
partment to prevent frauds. Iam satisfied that 
frauds have existed, and to a very considerable 
t aunt. 

” Bat while I say this, I do not agree with all the 
unqualified observations upon that subject which 
have been made by Senators around me. I think 
that when we deal in these wholesale denuncia- 
tions we do not sufficiently consider the great dif_i- 


culties in which the Government has been plac d, | 


the immense number of men employed, the ex- 
treme exigencies of the times, and the novelty of 
many things which have come within the neces- 
sities of administration. I believe the exercise of 
no human foresight would have enabled them en- 
tirely to accomplish all that they had to do, with- 
out fault or failure. Much, then, is owing to that 
consideration. That there have been men prowl- 
ing aboutthe Departments of theGovernment with 
a view to practice upon the Governiment; that there 
have been men who have successfully practiced 
upon the Government, and abstracted large sums 
from the public Treasury, is unquestionably true; 
but a very considerable portion of it was unavoid- 
able, and hardly to be prevented by anything that 
could have been done. 

I think, however, it is manifest that our duty 
is to do something more, or try to do something 
more with reference to it, and | know of no better 
method than that suggested by the Senator from 
New Hampshire, and that is to make practices 
of this kind, especially in relation to supplies 
furnished to the Army and Navy,a highly penal 
offense to be executed with rigor. All your pre- 


ventives, your modes of operation, your con- | 


trivances of oaths and things of that sort, unless 
you subject offending men to extreme, severe 
penalties, will, in my belief, be unavailing entirely. 

Now, sir, having thus admitted to a certain 
extent, as far as I can go, that I probably might 
have been in error in not rather endeavoring to 
improve the bill than advising its entire rejection 
at the time, (and it will be remarked we acted at 
that period very much ina hurry,) lam perfectly 
willing,and not only willing butanxions, that this 
bill as it was should be taken up, as suggested 
by the honorable Senator from Kentucky; but if 
it is taken up, I hope the consideration of it will, 
as further suggested, be postponed, that we may 
have (for in that I should still have great reliance) 
the advice of the head of the quartermaster’s de- 
partment as to how far we can go with reference 
to that, in order to effect the object which we de- 
sire, without seriously embarrassing him; because 
thatisan important thing, especially in the present 
condition of affairs. A week from this time for 


further deliberation by gentlemen on all the points | 


they have suggested would probably be sufficient 
to enable us to accomplish something; and what 
little we may do I hope may be of advantage. 
Mr. POWELL. Mr. President, I am fully 
aware that nothing we can do, no law we can 
pass, can make honest men, and I am entirely 
confident that when we have discharged our duty 
in this respect, when we have made Mery law cal- 
culated to protect the public Treasury, when we 
have exhausted our ingenuity in throwing every 
hedge and safeguard about it, that then there will 
be fraud, robbery, and theft. The Senator from 
Maine is rightin that. There can be no doubt 
about it; but, sir, I hold it to be our duty, and that 
as speedily as possible, to pass every law calcu- 
lated to prevent those frauds and peculations, lI 
regret to say now so frequent and great, upon the 
Treasury, and to punish those who commit them. 
The bill that I propose to call from the table 
was calculated more to enable us to detect those 
who commit peculations on the Treasury than 
anything else. To be sure, it punished certain 
officers, confined them in the penitentiary for per- 
jary when they swore falsely in making the affi- 
davit required in one section of the bill. I know 
that Napoleon the First, who perhaps had as much 
Sagacity and genius in regulating military affairs 
as any man who has lived on earth, notwithstand- 
ing he could exercise his own absolute will in 
throwing safeguards around his treasury, could 
not prevent his subordinate officers, the quarter- 
masters and such employés, from stealing the pub- 
lic property, and appropriating wrongfully the 








| do it entirely. 











public money, and I know we shall not be able to 
' Bat, sir, I feel very confident if 
this bill were passed it would have a most salutary 
effect, and save, annually, millions of the public 
money. 

I will not now state the contents of the bill; I 


| imagine its provisions are fresh in the recollection 


of every Senator. 

I fully concur with Senators who have spoken 
against this wicked and corrupt squandering of 
the public money. I have no special denuncia- 
tions to make against anybody. I have through 
life been slow to charge any person with any of- 
fense, whether he be in an official position or not; 
but I can say to Senators that if the statements 
contained in the report of the committee of inves- 
tization of the other House on Government con- 
tracts are true, the head of the War Department 
and the head of the Navy Department must be 
written down in public opinion as possessed of a 
very great degree of stupidity or knavery. From 
one or the otherthey cannotescape. It may be, 
as a friend suggests, both. I make no charges 
against those distinguished gentlemen. I do not 
know whether the statements set forth in the re- 
port are true or not. I suppose they are true. If 
they are true the public judgment will be that the 
heads of those Departments are incorrigibly stupid 
or excessively Knavish. [I do not know which it 
may be. 

I hope, for the credit of the country and of the 
Government, that on a full investigation and elu- 
cidation of all the facts it may be made to appear 
that the distinguished heads ofthe War and Navy 
Departments are free from blame; but if the state- 
ments contained in this report are true, it will be 
impossible for them to extricate themselves. | 
make no assault upoy them. I predicate the re- 
marks I have made solely on the facts set forth 
in this report. I hope, for the credit of the coun- 
try, it may turn out that they are untrue; but it 
looks to me very much as if they were true. The 
heads of these Departments owe it to themselves 
and to the country to promptly meet the charges, 
and to disprove them if they are untrue. Nothing 
less will or ought to satisfy the country. 

i motion to take up the bill was agreed to. 

Ir. POWELL. I now move that—— 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator will excuse 
me; 1 merely wish to make a suggestion to him; 
I do not wish to interfere particularly with the 
course he feels inclined to adopt, but several sug- 
gestions have been made here as to provisions that 
might be added improving the bill somewhat; and, 
moreover, [ think it would be wise before we act 
onit, that some committee should consult with the 
Quartermaster General, and see what his objec- 
tions are to it, and how far they can be obviated. 
J therefore suggest whether it would not be well 
to recommit it to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and Jet them examine it and make such additional 
suggestions as they think proper. 

Mr. POWELL. I have no objection to any 
disposition of the bill that will bring it speedily 
before the Senate for action. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then I move to recom- 
mit the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. F 


TEA, COFFEE, AND SUGAR DUTIES. 

The joint resolution (H. R. No. 26) explana- 
tory of an act entitled ** An act to increase the 
duties on tea, coffee, and sugar,’’? approved 24th 
of December, 1861, was read a first and second 
time, by unanimous consent. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think before the bill is 
referred it may as well be laid on the table until 
to-morrow. The Committee on Finance have 
consulted on the subject, and probably a reference 
may not be necessary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint resolu- 
tion will be laid on the table for the present. 

ARREST OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 

Mr. WILSON. I move to take up for consid- 
eration the bill (S. No. 126) in relation to the 
arrest of persons claimed to be held to service or 
labor by the officers of the military or naval ser- 
vice of the United States. t 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It declares that officers in the military 
service of the United States have, without the 
authority of law, and against the plainest dictates 
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of justice and humanity, caused persons claimed 
as fugitives from service or labor to be seized, 
held, and delivered up; and thatsuch conduct has 
brought discredit upon our arms and reproach 
upon our Government; and it therefore proceeds 
to enact that any officer in the military or naval 
service of the United States who shall cause any 
person claimed to be held to service or labor by 
reason of African descent, to be seized, held, de- 
tained, or delivered up to or for any person claim- 
ing such service or labor, shall be deemed euilty 
of a misdemeanor, and shall be dishonorably dis- 
charged, and forever ineligible to any appointment 
in the military or naval service of United 
States. , 

‘The Committee on Military Affairs reported an 
amendment to strike out all of the orig 
and insert as a substitute: 


the 
Lilt 


rinal bill, 


That it shall be unlawful for any officer in the military or 
naval service of the United States to cause any person 
claimed to be held to service or labor by reason ot Airican 
descent, to be seized, held, detained, or delivered up to or 
for any person claiming such service or labor; and any offi 
cer so offending shall be discharged from service, and be 
forever ineligible to any appointment in the military or naval 
service of the United States. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, without 
saying one word in reference to that bill, but 
simply to express by my vote my opinion of it, 
I move that it’ be indefinitely postponed, and on 
that motion I ask for the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 13, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Bayard, Carlile, Cowan, Davis, Johnson 
of Tennessee, Kennedy, Latham, Nesmith, Pearce, Powell, 
Rice, Saulsbury, and ‘Thomson —13, 

NAYS—Messrs. Browning, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Doolittle, Fesse nden, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Uarlan, Har 
ris, Howe, King, Lane of Indiana, Morrill, Pomeroy, Sher 
man, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and 
W ilson—23. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
agreeing to the amendment reported by the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. CARLILE. I understand that copies of 
that bill are not to be had. I have not had an 
opportunity to see itas yet. 1 think it had better 
be ostponed, 

Mr. WILSON. I understand the Senator to 
ask to have the measure go over. 

Mr. CARLILE. Let it lie over. 

Mr. WILSON. The bill has been ordered to 
be printed. [do not know whether it has been 
generally distributed or not, but 1 sent a printed 
copy to the Chair. Iam willing that it shall go 
over, for the purpose of allowing the Senator to 


| examine it. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I understand that the 
printed copy has only reached here from the printer 
since we have been sitting to-day. 

Mr. CARLILE. And I have not been able to 
procure a copy. I move that the bill lie on the 
table for the present. It can be taken up at any 
time. 

The motion was agreed to. 

SENATOR FROM KANSAS. 

Mr. KENNEDY. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. FOSTER. Will the gentleman be good 
enough to withdraw that motion for a moment? 

Mr. KENNEDY. With great pleasure. 

Mr. FOSTER. I move, with the consent of the 
Senator from Maryland, that the Senate take up 
for consideration the report of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, upon the seat of the Senator from 
Kansas, not tocontinueany discussion ypor it, hut 
in order thatit may be to-morrow the unfinished 
business. . 


I move thatthe Senate do 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. KENNEDY. da 


I move that the Senat 


now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvurspay, January 7, 1862. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 


by Rev. A. P. Eppy, D.D., of Chicago, Liinois, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
SURRENDER OF MASON AND SLIDELL. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a message 
from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting to Congress the correspondence which has 

| taken place between the Secretary of State and 
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the authorities of Great Britain and France on the | 


subject of the recent removal of certain citizens of 
the United States from the British mail steamer 
Trent, by order of Captain Wilkes, commander 
of the United States war steamer San Jacinto. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I move that that 
message and accompanying documents be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. That motion is debatable if | mis- 
take not. 

Phe SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Mr. Speaker, | 
avail myself of this the earliest opportunity yet 
presented, to express my utter and strong con- 


demnation, as one of the Representatives of the 


people, of the act of the Administration surren- | 


dering Mr. Mason and Mr. Slidel! 


Governmem. 


to the British 
lor six weeks, sir, they were held 
it close custody as ‘‘ traitors,’’ in a fortress of the 
United Stat s, by order of the Secretary of State, 
and with the approval and applause of the press, 
of the public men, of the Navy Department, of 
this Llouse, and of the peopl » of the United States, 
vith a fall knowledge of the manner and all the 
circumstances of their and yet in six 


days after the imperious and peremptory demand 


capture; 


of Great Britain, they were abjectly surrendered | 


upon the mere rumor of the approach of a hostile 
flect; 
| 


tional 


and thus, sir, for the first time in our na- 
history, have we strutted insolently into a 
quarrel without right, and then basely crept out 


‘ 


f it without honor; and thus, too, for the first 


t 


time, has the American eagle been made to cower 
before the British lion. 

Sir, a venal orfettered and terror-stricken press, 
or servile and sycophantic politicians in this 
House, or out of it, may applaud the act; and 
may fawn and flatter and lick the hand which 
has smitten down our honor into the dust; but 
the people, now or hereafter, will demand a ter- 
rible reckoning for this most unmanly surrender. 
But I do not trust myself, sir, now to speak of it 
as I propose some day to speak. 1 rose only to 
put upon record my solemn and most emphatic 
protest against ts and to express my deep con- 
viction that the very war which but the other day 
might have been avoided by combined wisdom 
and firmness, is now inevitable. 
no fault of the Secretary of State 
render has been mad: 


Sir, it may be 
\ that this sur- 
; and yet he has, I fear, but 
sown the dragon’s teeth by this his fatal dispatch, 
and armed men will spring from it. In the name 
of God, sir, what does England want with Mason 
and Slidell? It was a surrender of the claim 
of right to seize them on board her ships, under 
her flag, that ehe demanded; and yet this is the 
very thing which Mr. Seward pertinaciously 
refuses; and he only condemns Captain Wilkes 
because he did not enforce this asserted right with 
greater severity against the offending neutral ship. 
Why, sir, upon the principles of the dispatch 
which has just been laid upon your table, if a 
merchant vessel, as at first intended, had been 
employed to carry these men from Fort Warren 
to England, she might to-day be arrested upon the 
high seas, and they dragged again from her deck, 
provided only she were forthwith brought back 
into the port of Boston for confiscation. 


But more than this: England needs—J do not | 


say she wants—war; but she must and will have | 


it. And this Administration has acted, sir, from 
the beginning as if it were their purpose to oblige 
her in it to the utmost. Look into your diplo- 
matic correspondence; look at your ** stone flect.”” 
But let that pass. Who, I ask, among the mil- 


lions of this country, or in this House, or the Sen- | 


ate, or the Administration itself, in the midst of 
the dead calm of stolid security which broods now 
over all, has reflected for one moment upon the 
portentous significancy of the events of the pass- 
ing hour. A British man-of-war bears to-day upon 


the bosom of the ocean to the shores of England, | 


there to be received in triumph and with shouts 
of exultation—the guests of the people of Eng- 


land and the protegés of her ministry—the very | 
men who, but for the rash act of Captain Wilkes, | 


and the still rasher indorsement of the Adminis- 


tration and of the country, would six weeks ago | 


have been landed from a private ship, in quiet and 
obscurity, as rebels and refugees. 
echoes now with their names, and all Europe will 
rise up to do them honor, Yet you surrendered 
them, did you, to escape the recognition by Eng- 


All Europe | 


' 
| 
i 


eS ae 





of State, with Christian resignation or stoic phi- | 


losophy, calmly rejoices that the ** effectual check 
and waning proportions ’”’ of the insurrection, as 
well as ‘the comparative unimportance, when 
weighed dispassionately,’’ of the persons con 
cerned, happily enable the Administration, after 
six weeks’ experiment, to ‘* cheerfully liberate ”’ 
them, and thus to remove this teterrima causa belli. 
Sir, give me leave to say, that the moment they 
stepped upon the deck of the British man-of-war, 
your prisoners of State—whom but the other day 
you would have consigned to a felon’s cell—be- 
came in very deed the envoys and embassadors 
of a recognized independent State. And I pre- 
dict here to-day that in spite of this deep national 
humiliation, or rather perhaps because of it—in 
spite, too, of the surrender, without protest, of the 
** Monroe doctrine,’ for forty years the cherished 
and proud policy of thisGovernment—in less than 
three months you will be at war with Great Brit- 
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ain; or else will, meantime, have tamely submit- | 


ted also to a recognition of the confederate States, 
and the breaking up of your blockade; and, if at 
war, then with hearts unstrung and hands un- 
nerved by this very surrender. Courage, cour- 
age, sir, 1s the first and best of peace-makers. I 
know very well, Mr. Speaker, that like all simi- 
lar predictions for some years past in regard to 
our public affairs, this one, too, you will treat 
with scoffing and incredulity; but 1 put it upon 
record here to-day. ** The prudent man foreseeth 
the evil and hideth himself; but the simple pass 
on and are punished.’”’ 

Mr. HUTCHINS. 
occasion to congratulate the country and the 
House on the fact that my colleague, who has just 
taken his seat, and who has been for a long time 
on the peace establishmenty is now upon a war 
footing. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Upon the war path. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. Ido not propose at this 
time, without preparation, to discuss the propri- 
ety or smpropriety of the surrender of Mason and 
Slidell, but I do wish to comment very briefly 
upon the attitude of my colleague upon this and 
some other questions connected with the welfare 
and interest of this Government. What has been 
the position of my colleague? 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM., 
tion of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no doubt that the privilege of reply will be 
allowed to me; and I think, without a great deal 
of vanity, I may be able to take care of myself in 
this personal controversy; but at the same time 
1 submit this question of order, that any remarks 
in regard to my position on any other subject are 


I rise to a ques- 


| not pertinent to the question before the House, 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
must confine his remarks to the subject before the 
House. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 


To the surrender 


Mr. Speaker, I take this | 


ject before the FE 


January 7, 





ee 


of order, It is that the controversy growing up 
between the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vatian- 
DIGHAM] and the gentleman now upon the fluor 
{Mr. ae is entirely irrelevant to the sub- 

ouse. For four sessions have 
the political positions of Ohio and of the members 
from that State been discussed here from day to 
day, and I think time enough has been given by 
this House to the consideration of the various 
positions of gentlemen from the State of Ohio, 
and therefore I raise the point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it is 
proper thatagentleman who raisesa point of order 
should show the inconsistency of the remarks he 
objects to to the question under discussion. The 
Chair overrules the point of order. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. With great re- 
spect, I suggest 

The Sv EAKER. 
appeal? 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. No, sir; but 
sometimes courtesy allows a suggestion to be 
made to the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair 
remark if there is no objection, 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. 1 was inferring what I be- 
lieved to be the sentiment and the position of my 
colleague from his uniform course in opposing all 
and every measure having a tendency to putdown 
this rebellion, and to restore the authority of the 
Constitution of the United States over these re- 
volted States. I appeal to every member of this 
House, while I would not call in question the 
motives of my colleague, or of anybody else, for 
the truth of the assertion that my colleague has 
opposed every warlike preparation of this Gov- 
ernment which really involved its honor and its 
dignity, and whieh had a tendency to put down 
this rebellion, And why is it that my colleague 
is so bellicose now upon the position of England? 





Does the gentleman take an 


will hear the 


| If the members of this House will read an article 


| surrender of Mason and Slidell. 


recently published in the Richmond Examiner, 
they will find a very good counterpart to my col- 
league’s speech. That article is in relation to the 
Can it be pos- 
sible that my colleague is of opinion that if we 
should get into a war with England, it might by 
possibility aid this rebellion? I must not state 
any such thing. But I say the position of my 
colleague upon the right to coerce the States in 


| revolt, and the position of my colleague upon this 
controversy with England, give color to the sus- 
\| 


| picion that his belligerent attitude in the one case 


of Mason and Slidell, and not to the position of 


C. L. VALLANDIGHAM. 


Mr. HUTCHINS. I understand, Mr. Speaker, | 


that the position of my colleague has been, since 
the breaking out of this unfortunate rebellion, 
against coercion and in favor of peace at any price; 
and 1 do not understand, therefore, why itis that 
he is so much in favor of coercing England, when 
he is opposed to coercing that rebellious power 
that is seeking to destroy this Government. Itis 
reported that so much in favor of peace was my 


| colleague that he asserted that before the citizens 


of Ohio should be marshaled to coerce any por- 
tion of the States of this Union, they should march 
over his dead body. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Allow mea word 


| just there upon that point. 


Mr. HUTCHINS. Certainly. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Does not the gen- 
tleman from Ohio know that in a published card 
I have denounced that as a speech of intense stu- 
pidity, which I never uttered in this House or out 
of it, neither in conversation nor in any other form; 
and how now comes he to gather up the floating 


| upon this floor? 


| 


Mr. HUTCHINS. I of course accept the de- 
nial, but I think that the general policy and prin- 


ciples advocated by the gentleman make him. 


occupy about that position. 


land of the confederate States; and your Secretary || Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I rise to a point 


may tend to benefit the rebellious States, and there- 
fore he isin favor of war in one instance, and op- 
posed to coercion in the other. Upon what other 
ground can the difference in the position of the 
gentleman beexplained? I do not see how he can 


| reconcile the consistency of his conduct upon any 
other hypothesis. ) 
|! oncile his conduct in the estimation of this House, 


I hope he may be able to ree- 


and in the estimation of the country. I trust he 
may, but until he shall give some satisfactory 
reason for his belligerent position in the one case, 
and his persistent peace principles in the other, 


| the country will not be satisfied, for I believe the 


gentleman asserted during the last extra session 
that he loved*peace more than he loved the Aimer- 
ican Union. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. That is another of 
the same class of falsehoods that have been cir- 
culated broadcast by a most reckless and menda- 
cious press throughout the country. I never said 
it here or elsewhere. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. 
assert, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Never. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I have not looked at the 
Globe to see whether or not his remarks as pub- 
lished will bear that interpretation. I may have 
misunderstood him. At all events, when and 
where has my colleague, from the commencement 
of this rebellion, from the time when these rebels 
began to seize and confiscate the property of the 


I so understood him to 


| United States, voted for or advocated a measure 
_ tending to reduce and subdue the persons in rebel- 
slanders of the last six months and retail them || 
| United States ? 


lion, and toestablish over them the authority of the 
I think since this rebellion broke 
out that the record of this House will not show 
a vote or a speech of my colleague but in oppesi- 
tion to any measure which might bring the Uni- 
ted States Government into armed collision with 
the rebels. I believe that a fair statement of the 








